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Wbat is man ! 
When tUe worst heart can wear the hrow of Tirtue^ 
And false jippearance smile us to destruction ? 
And yet, what is he not, when crownM witti truth 
And every social rirtue ? 

Hayard. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 



In the shortest ^ime in which it was 
possible to accomplish a journey of 
such an extent. Valerio s(nd his com- 
panion alighted at the principal hotel 
in Venice. They immediately pro* 
ceeded io the Palazzo di Montgolfi. 
vOl. II. B 
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** Why/' said Valerio to Jiis servant, 
do r feel melancholy ideas prey upon 
vxy imagination ? I ieel as though I 
were about to encounter some irre- 
sistible shock/* 

** The idea is very naturaV' replied 
Coiiriade, ^* when I was in love tbfe 
same sensations assailed me. It is con- 
' tageous, I believe, for my old master 
and I were together laid up with it. 
Happily we are vulnerable but once ^ 
xind an attack of it places us. above iti; 
further assaults for the remainder of our 
Jives." 

Th^ levity of Coarade ill accorded 
with the feeling of Valeric, and he 
therefore mildly ilesired him to w^e. 



ITAUAN KAUItAtJDERS» 



10BsmBBSsssaaBmmamsm 



Conrade, thongh unused to rebuke^ 
saw the impropiety of his conduct ; and 
grief /or the situation of his old master, 
succeeded mirth at the feelings of his 
present one. The reflections of Vale- 
rio cast a sombrfe shade over his fea- 
tures, and in a dress disordered and 
negligent, he demanded admittance at 
the Chateau di Montgolfi. The rever- 
lierating hollow sound which attended 
his first appeal to the massy knocker on 
th^ gate^ spoke volumes to his. hearty 
and almost deprived him of the power 
of repeating his application. Conrade's 
arm supported his master, while he, 
vtfith redoubled, energy, bespoke his im- 
p(ttiehc«. 

*3 
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; •'III 41)6 name t)f Heaven/* exclaim- 
^ Valepio^*,* what can have occurred^ 
What deep desolation this silence be- 
ipeaks ? Nature must haVe implanted 
these foWbodings in the liuman breast, 
to render the sudden accumuiations of 
woe the more supportable ? " 

. A third application at length brought 
some one to tbe.gates, .and they were 
reluctantly thrown open, and an aged 
female doroelstic appeared. The altera- 
tion which two years had made in the 
filatures of Valerio^ atiirst startled the 
old lady^ with respect to !his identity^ 
b,ut with Conrade she was better ac* 
quainted^ As soon as .^he recognised 
iiim^ she burst into tears. Valerib. 
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seated himself ui a* chair, scarcely. able 
to support the thousand painful ideas 
which at once rushed upon bis mind. 

*^ How istbe Marquisi" he at length 
articulated, in tremulous accents—^ 
" Speak— 4iow is your lady— rhow is tho 
lady Angela ?'* The sorrow of the 
gpod wooiaa increased. — " Inform 
me/'— continued he — *^ where is tba 



*^ AJas I" replied the old woman, *• is 
it possible the incidents of the last 
month are unknown to you ?*' 

" Completc^ly so/' replied Valerio;. 
'* but tne Mar(juis — " The old lady 
still continued weeping. Valerio savr 
the certainty of his fate in the habk 

b3 
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ivhich ahe wore.— " And* Angda— the 
iady Angela— -where is she ?'* 

•* That Monk/' 

*• Monk !" repeated Valerio, " what 
Monk?*' 

" ^wa&i that Monk/^ replied his in- 
foiinant, ^* who persuaded the Mar- 
quis to send his daughter to that 
-cursed*-^ *' 
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impatient to allow the old lady to con* 
elude her speech. 

"Are you likewise ignorant of that?'*^ 

replied slle^ 

«' Totally ignorant of every thing ;*• 
replied Valerio — " do not trifle with 
my impatience, therefore r* 
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" Impatience — ^Heaven forbid I im- 
patience bespeaks many ills to a mind 
that cannot wait for misfortune, but 
franticly Tushes to meet it. I i^emem* 
ber a story which too fatally den^on* 
strates what I say. I had an aunt — " 

'^ This is insupportable :'' exclaimed 
Valeric. 

" It was insupportable, indeed, Sig* 
aor," replied she ; " for my unhappy 
aunt drowned herself ere the infor. 
mation arived,^ that which she most 
dreaded had not taken place." 

Valerio paced the hall ! the contend- 
ing passions of love, anxiety, regret, 
and vexation, drove the blocnl to his 
face. He summoned at length sufii* 

B 4 
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ciertt * equanimity to speak : ** How 
Ifarig is it," said he, " since the lady 
Angela left you ?' ■ 

"Long enough, Signor, to be by thi» 
-time a novice in th^ coavent of — of — 
. f lie name haii escape^ my memory*'* 
' " And the senses your head, I think,** 
replied Conrade, almost as we^ary a;; 
bis master at the tiresom details into 
which his aged fellow-servant enteredj. 
**you are.soiedious." 

^ Tedious !'* repeated she, " I have 
endeavoured to^ render my inforntatioa 
as brief as possible -^ " but your impa- 
tience vyill be the death of you, as it 
was of my poor aunt. Do you know, 
Signor^ she was buried in the convent 
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o f h\tss me, I have forgot : the 

same, report says, with that to which 
the young Signora has retired," 

" Can you not name it ?" inquired 
Valerio, though in despair at receiving 
an answer sufficiently to the purpose 
to dispel any of his uneasiness. 

" O, I have it in my pocket-book^'* 
replied she, taking out her spectacles 
as she spoke, and drawing her record 
of deeds, long past, out of her pocket) 
*• this first page reaoinds me, whenever 
I look at it, that I am, my next birth* 
day, eight-two years old; the incidents 
which have marked such a number of 
yearsv are various, indeed* I should 
upt be able to recollect a fifth part oi 

b5 
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tjiem^ but {gv the memorandums which 
I keep. I am enabled to retrace inei* 
dents which the most voluminous his* 
tbry of Yenice will not notice." 

This page is dedicated to % . 

Here,, Signor, is the leaf on which is^ 
written the name of the convent to 
which the Signor Manfredino caused 
Lady Angela to be conducted, 

**Th€ Signor Manftedino^i mj toa 
prophetic soul T' 

, The old lady wm excedingly alarmed 
^ the agitation which marked tiie coun* 
jtenance of Valerio. " Yes^ Signer,, 
^twas Manfredinp and his £riend> the 
jMlonk, who wer6 the cause of the 
^gnora's sudden departure i greatly it 
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was whispered, against her •inclination. 
Her looks, on the morning she left the 
palazzo, were enough to have pierced 
tlie heart of any other man thaii thi» 
Manfredino.'' 

Valerio had heard enough : ^^I will-' 
instantly pursue them," said he to^ 
Conrade : '* how long is- it since their- 
departure ?" 

" 'Tis a^fbrtnight/-' w^ the raply,-. 
^' but the holy man,, who accompanied' 
her, is uot yet returned/' 

" Not returned," repeated Valerio,- 
as he paced the ball in an indescribable 
5tate of mental agony ; ** I must in« 
stantly away ; I wi)l pursue this-hoarjp 
|)etray^ of my b^loired. I'li rrach th^:" 
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convent's dreary walls ere the last tiir- 
geritvg sun-beatns leave the attractive 
spires whieh adorn its stimmit, and 
KKJOver her, or ————.'*' His agi- 
tation -became insupportable, and he 
sunk into ar chair. He was instantly, 
by direction of the old lady, conveyed 
to a- chan^ber, and the first physician 
in Venice was summoned to his assis- 
timce. A high fever was the conse- 
quence* of his extreme agitation, and 
I^e man of physic felt very reluctant^ 
be said, in pronouncing his real opinion 
respecting hin). Constant attendance, 
and the most assiduous and active kind- 
ness from the companion of his toils 
and pleasures, Conrade^. however, in 
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the space of a month had so far re* 
established him> that his recovery was 
no longer doubtftrl. The first words he 
littered on reco\^ering his reason^ were 
those of revenge: ** let me instantly 
away," said he. It was* with difficulty 
he could be kept to his couch : the 
physician would not hear of his quit- 
ting his bed; a week elapsed, his im« 
patience grew extreme, and conside- 
rably retarded his recovery. At length; 
however, the physician, at his repeated 
mtreaties, assented to his quittitig his 
room ; and he soon afler left the Cha- 
teau. Travelling was rendered less 
fatiguing by the precautions which 
ivere, taken by the faithful Conrade^ ^ 
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They travelled in silence a consider- 
able part of tlie road. Conradcs con- 
cern at the melancholy situation of his 
master, preventecj the ebullitions of 
humour^ which formerly delighted 
tihose to whom they were addressed, 
he was now completely , silent. T\\e 
beauties of nature had no charm for 
either of them, and they arrived at the 
last inn at which they were to change 
horses, without having uttered a sy]la<» 
We. 

Valeric knew the situation of the 
convent. He had frequently heard the 
Marquis speak of it as a fit asylum foi 
his childi if she should become an 
erpha&i With the Lady Abbess^ tbo^ 
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be had a stight acquaiptaucei which 
would at least insure him an introJuc- 

■ 

tion to his Angela^ if she had enicrcil 
the holy retreat. 

Arrived at the end of his journey, it 
being past the time of admission to the 
monastry^ he retired to a chamber at 
the house, in which himself aiki Con- 
rade had agreed to pass the nighty 
Sleep, more refreshing than he had for 
many nights experienced it» visited his 
weary eyelids. The balmy soother, 
however, deserted him, as the Jbeams 
of the rising-sun entered his chamber,, 
and heleft hi^ couch to inhale the balmy 
breath of morn. The air, impregnated 
with the odour of a thousand flowers. 
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schemed to revive his drooping faculties, 
and he continued his walk till the 
height of the sun in the horizon, re- 
minded him of the lateness of the hour; 
He immediately returned, and found 
Conrade filled with apprehensions at 
his long absence. 

** What," said the latter to his master, 
a3 he entered, ** we hav^ not visited the 
convent yet, therefore you are not cei» 
taija that you breathe the same air. ^*^ 
' Valerio smiled at the ridicule whicfi 
this observation contained : ^' I have 
not been wandering,'* retorted Valerio, 
** in the forest, in which you first be- 
held Margaretta." 

Conrade's features were instantly 
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overshadowed with a shade of ^scon- 
certed melancboly. " I cannot hope," 
conliiiued he to VaIerio> *^ that 1 shall 
ever again behokl her. I would abandon 
the first title in Venice with the goods 
that are attached to- it, to have her 
again by my side.*' ^". 

Valerio was convinced tbat the wordsi 
ef his attendant \9ere those of unsophis- 
ticated ^nd real afTection towards the ^ 
lost partner . of bis joys and his fears.. 
Ifc recollected with horror that the 
same cause which bad effected the dis-» 
appearance of .Margaretta, might be , 
productive of the same effect with 
regard to himself; and he trernUed- as 
th^ probability x>f such a circumstance 
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presented itself* ** If I have any in- 
terest in Venice,?* said Valerio, ** I 
will procure soldiers enough to drive- 
the robbers before us into it : you may 
tblen, peph^s^ recover Marg^retta/' 

Conrade expressed his doubts as tc^ 
the probability, and they returned to 
tiie chamber. 

Immediately after breakfast Valerio^ 
ffillied forth on his way to the monas- 
try; attended by Conrade. Arrived'- 
there,, they announced themselves by 
means of an enormous bell, suspended 
within the inner gate. A. portress^ 
immediately appeared;. 

"Inform the Lady Abbess,*' saidi 
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ValeriQ, " that Tisitors wish to see 

her." 

' *^By what name shall I announce 

you, Signor,*' said the portress. 

. " Count de Valmont/* replied Va* 

lerio. 

Th^ woman disappeared^ and soon 
after a door, which was on one side of 
the grate, opened; and Vaierio and his 
cuuipttuiuii were desired"' to enter a 

^mall parlour to the right. "The 
Lady Abbess,** she said, '* was per- 
forming the last rights over a departed 

sister/' . '■ 

An hour elapsed ere the- ceremony 
was concluded. The venerable Ab- 
bess at length appeared, followed by 



..^ 
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the whole of the sisterhood -, buf An*- 
gela was not amongst them. 

" How art thou my son," exclaimed 
the venerable mother, " how is it that^ 
ypu have stolen a day from the world, 
to look into our seclusion*" 

Valerio would bare replied, but that 
a sensation of the most disagreeable 
nature rose in bis mind, as he at* 
tempted to utter an expression of 
thanks for his kind reception. The 
Abbess appeared alarmed at the va-* 
rious turns with which his internal 
emotions marked his countenance.^ 

" What affects you/' continued the 
good lady ; " if misfortunes press you^ 
you do well to fly hither y we are us?d 
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to.:8eenes of woe: one child of misery 
has closed her hapless career, iike the 
. rose which, parted by the rushing blast 
from its parent stem, is borne by it' to 
the shade, then drops ks leaves and 
died/' 

A tear started to the already swollen 
eyes of the sisterhood. Valerio was 
scarcely less affected. " Pray," said 
he, *' was the lady whom you lament 
long a resident among you." 

'* She had not been among ns a 
ononth, scarcely,^' i^eturned the Abbess^ 
" and besides was very young, though 
apparently gone ah age in misery.'^ 
^ Valerio sighed: ** If this unfortu* 
oate should be my > - ■ ." 
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WhoiD,'* interrupted the Abbess i 
5* you cannot surely have any other 
reason to lament this unfortunate than 
that commisseration which binds the 
children of the earth to each other; 
You could not have any knowledge of 
our unfortunate sister/^ 

** Sister Angela was, indeed, unfor- 
tun ate,'' replied one of the sisterhood , 
^' her death should afford a lesson to 
those who hope for happiness in the[ 
world. She is now, however, for ever 
shielded from.it vicissitudes/' 

" Sister Angela," repeated Valerio. 

Conrade flew to the assistance of his 
'master. This expression, though not 
violent, had sunk deep into the heart. 
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<if the faithful attendant. He had an- 
ticipated th& effect which the words of 
the sister would have on the mind of 
his master; he was right, Vslerio lay 
devoid of sensation. The sisters were 
desired to retiree the Abbessr and Con- 
rade exerted themselves a considerable 
time in vain : a oonvalsrve sensation in 
his throat, however, at length bespoke 
their efforts crowned with tlie desired 
tuccess ; and on bis recovery, he once 
more entreated them to relate the par^ 
ticulars of the death of that sister An- 
gela, whom she thus lamented. 
: The sistei^hood were again sum- 
Bsoned; and the Abbess desired the 
Nun, who had been the innocent cause 
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of. the very disagreeable effect^ to relate 
tbe ciccnmitaQcesly she contiuaed :— ■" 
Sister Angela bad been scarcely a 
month .in the convent^ when, at her 
earnest request, we dispensed with the 
customary form, and «he took the veil 
^re a fortnight bad elapsed. The cause 
of her 43addea resolution she would 
nefer disclose, not eyen to me» who 
wab her most intimate companion.-. A 
week had, however, scarcely 'passdl' 
f)rom tbe time ahe had thus s^mnly 
given herself to US for ever, wbeii one 
evening on entering her apartmeot^ she 
was not as usual there. In vain we en*> 
deavoured to discover her: it was.iai 
vain we. searched every part of the 
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OMvent. The gardener^ who was the 
only male domestic we retained, wae 
dispatched J if j>08sible, to discover 
traces of her flight It was near mid- 
night ere the grey-haired old man re- 
turned. His search, however^ had 
not been in vain : in the middle of a 
chimp of trees he had discovered the 

mangled body of the person he sought. 

J'.* 

Placing her tm his shoulder^ he had re- 
tusoMl |o the convent. 

v'^Alasr- said J, ^^^ as we together 
bent over the palewise, how trahsietit 
aca the longest scenes in which man 
delight to play; we have scarcely ar- 
ranged our ideas ere n pillow of earth 
fecetve :iis» and for ever o^lit^mte every 

VOL. II. c 
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iraM of eoriei^istence^ -and' our sorrows 
M we)l as oarsekes are consigned tQ^ 
eternal oblivioa* 

The tear streamed down the faoe ^ 
the nuxniory as isbe concluded the 
Miation, Valerio would^ have . kissed 
them, if. they flowed for his Angela^ 
a»d they .flowed in onion with his fed^ 
ingSy he should have felt relieved could 
he have wept himself, but tears wera 
round him, and his iaurstin^ heart 
«ould scarcely contain itselC; Arem-r 
Uinglj he arose to. depart: farthei^ 
particulars be could, ootraquii^. He 
wished to bave«een4^e 4^ot, lutllowed 
by the precious dust wbich itcootainedy 
lint the request was. denied him 4iU he 



ahoolAhsL^e mmmtMtd sufficient foitit 
tude to behold it, aiunaved» by tfaoie 
paroxisms of grief which suspended hit 
fecntties at the bare mention . of her 
name. He assured them Che sight of 
ber last restiog-tplace would considerar 
blj relieve his tortured brahi,. till . at 
length, silenced bjhis tmportaaiilies, 
they consented to lead the way.- 

The door of the cemetery was un- 
l^arred by the holy Father Confessor, 
and they, in silence, entered the abode 
of the dead : the chill air, and the awe 
•whieh such a ^cene excit^ in the bosom 
of Valefioi contributed to relieve b^s 
almost dormant idesis, and on his en^* 
itraaee into the holy ^pulchre, he felt 

c 2 
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iftieved froioa a btirden of woe/ Thfe 
lady Abbess, pointihg^aita dtohe which 
hai Hedi just placed in a remote coraer 
of the vault, said, ^^ beneath that $ton'e 
lie tfe retiitiSns of xane who, during 
her life, met with Ifttle else than mis« 

Vaferib kpproadied the spot and 
read: — ■■■:■''' 

To the 

Memory of 

■ ^ * ■ 

Angela DE Althenstein. 

A flush of hope succeeded the pale* 
ness of despair,, as he repeated the in- 
fcription. 

^ What/' exdaimed he, in tremuk>us 
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accents, on the approach f>i, tlj^ Ab^ 
bes8» '' is this the real name of the ud^ 
fortunate Iady« whose loss you so feel- 
iugljr deplore ? — speak/' 

The Abbessj alarmed at his yiole,uc€^ 
desired him to explain. 

'' It is not then Angela di Montgol^ 

ivho sleeps here ?" he coqtipu|d witb 

eagerness. 

'* The Abbess b^an to nommehend 
the scene ^ with x\^ name she was 

somewhat acquaijited, as she knew it 

was that by which the intimate friend 

of her deceased relation, the Count de 

Valmont, was distinguisbed. Slie felt 

interested in the fate of the lovely An« 

gela. 

m 
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' ** Do youeotne in search of Angela 
ffi ^MontgoHi ?*' • she at length articu- 
tated-^^ Is not the «hiM safe?" 

Valerio felt gratified at the*eagern6ss 
\#ith which; the good* naether appesrred 
to inquire after -tlic idol of -his soul.-^^ 

* She WIM torh,' ■' safd Valerio, in reply, 

• from Artsrniital roof, under the idea of 
bringing her hither;. Xam^in |)nrsttit of 

• * 

Infill-'*. 5 ••_- ^•.:".*»'^\to . » *v . '. •:.•,., 1 ■- 

*' B(r whom,^ anxiously retorted the 
inquirer. 

"By the Confessor from 5t. Mark's^ 
at the instigation of Mapfredino." 

'the Abbess desired the absence of 
the sisterhood ; she was anxious respect- 
ing the mysterious occurrences wliiciv 
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from the disjointed information of her 
young friend, she was convinced must 
have marked the la^t few ycara of hec 
retirement from the workK. 
.. Valerio, at tlie request of the pious 
iady^ readily recounted the pnncip£i|^ 
incidents which had succeeded ,t)i9 
>d€ath of the Marquis diMontrolii^^a^ 
iar as. he could compxeliend them^inc^ 
his return tb Venice^ His iqppatience^ 
hovievev^ at the dull prolix dissertation 
^hich succeeded the conclusion of his 
narrative^ from the lips of the Abbess^ 
grew extreme^ As soon as politeness 
permitted, he motioned to depart. The 
good Mother opposed the resolution^, 
but wi4iiout effect. Followed by Conr 

C ^ 
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rade, be led the manastery, and return* 
ing to the inn, mounted their horses» 
and were quickly on the road to Ve- 
nice. 

'^I find," said Conrade, as he rode 

by the side of his master* ^' that my pe- 

. '■ * 

Deration 19 deficient in every attempt 
Which ^make to gain an insight into 
the re9ent circumstances. These are 
of the mqet mysterious description.'* . 

" They are, indeed, my good friepd/' 
replied Valeric, " the inhabitants of 
the forest, to whom we are so n^uch in- 
deb ted, already are, I thinks cpncerned 
in tliis mysterious affair. I will pro« 
cure soldiers on my return to Venice, 
with whom I wiU drive these banditti 
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from their holes, and purge the world! 
of mc^nstera who prey upon its vitalsJ* 

" The attempt has been T^ide be- 
fore/' replied Conrade, ''but without 



success." 



^ What may have been called' an at-^ 
ti?mpt, perhaps/' replied Valerid, •^bUt 
the eagle-eyes of love were ncvert)!6f6ire 
employed in the discovery. Th^ oxe* 
cutive system in Venice ii^ too feeble io' 
eppose s^o large a. body^. thoogh all its 
force were collected; and the persons 
to whom the power of punishing is de- 
legated^, have an interest in. conniving 
at the existence of an enormity whtch^ 
they sometimes find of service to» 
them.'^ 

C3. 
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*' The sam6 reasons t^hich detet 
them from extermitiating tlie robben* 
theihsel^as," rettirned Conrade, " will 
•Jirevent them granting yeu sufficient 
force to accomplish the plan; neverthe* 
fesis we can propose it to them." 

** Certainly^'' rejoined Valeric 3 *^ anfl 
if trie stKSceedy 






** Heaven preserve >them~-^in 01* 
Itands, I'mean,*' intcrrajited Conrade > 
^'for I tbttik they will not escape us.^ 

Valerio had/ with difficulty, kept up 
this ^conversation > his spirits were not 
equal to the further contimiation of it ; 
it dropped, and Conrade becanre equal- 
ly tacrtum with his master. Before 
the mental vision of the latter flhted 



t 

the fbifih (rf his beloved Anfeiia, de^^^ 
spair poiitted her outlotbim, as grasp- 
iog tiiearm of the -Bnet ciless IbanditU, t0' 
award from her bosom^ a dagigiery whicb 
the robber was about to* plunge into it^ 
He urged his horse forward^ as tbougk 
he could have averted the iktal blow. 
He was not aroused from this painial. 
train of reflection, till his horse>. stop- 
ping mechanically at the door of the 
Chateau di Montgolfi^ aroused him* 
At the earnest entreaties of Conrade^. 
however, he consented to alter his plan 
of taking up his residence at the Cha- 
teau } and therefore, after leaving his 
address at the house, he bent his steps 
towards the principal hotel, Conrada 
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thinking such n i^isideDce ivould afford 
more variety to the mind of his master 
than aft abode in the deserted seat of 
the Montgolfis^ and accordingly he 
persuaded Valerio to take up. his abode 
there. 
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CHAPTER Vlir. 



The necessary preparations which An* 
gela was making against her departure^ 
were soon completed ; and she threw 
herself on her couch for a short time^ 
to court the hfessings of repose^ if the 
agitated state of her mind would per- 
mit her sleeping. She had^ however^ 
closed her eyes but a short time> when 
Margaretta entering the apartment^ 
awakened her. 



*i 
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" My dear Signorlsi/' said the good' 
woman, undrawing the curtains whidv 
surrounded the bed, " you le^e us im- 
inedi^ely." 

Angela was^ almost petrified, but re- 
covering herself, she started from her 
bed in a wild amaze ; this temporary 
"^ ebullition soon left her, and she sunk 
' njotionless on a chair. With the assist- 
ance of her attendant, however, she wa»; 

• • • " . 

soon recovered. She had been warned 
of the necessity of her departure. But: 
that it should take plaqe immediately,. 
tHe was not prepared to expect The 

* • 

information that it would do so^ there^- 
Tore, struck a pang to her heart, and^ 
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«he could scarcely withstand the shock 
which the intelKgence gave her. 

Margaretta was surprised at the ef- 
fect which hei- words had had on her 
young friend. She had befieved her 
prepared for the event, ahd she trem- 
bled at the effect which ihe^ reality of 
the scene would have upon a mhid so- 
alive to the bare mention of it. " Com- 
pose yourself,*' she at length said, " and 
T^emember, the more you appear affect- 
ed, the greater will be the triumph ol 
your enemies ; by this display of weak* 
ness you only expose to jrour assailant 
that side on which you are most vulne* 
rable, to attack.** 

At this suggestion, of which Angela 
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mras herself convinced of the truths she 
started np, and pacing the room with 
ail the firmness she was able^ appeared 
to gather strength firom^the effort.-— 
** Pray> td! me^** she was at length en- 
abled to articulate, •* if you can, the 
moment of tny departure." 

" Pietro said, an hour at farthest," 
replied Mai*garetta, 

" An hour ?" repeated Angela. 

^••An. hour:** replied Margaretia — 
*' I stole to your apartment for the put^ 
pose of informing you of the short time 
^wbich was allowed you/' 

■ 

Angela, who appeared to gain forti- 
tude, every moment expressed her 
thanks for the solicitude which b^r 
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humble friend displayed ^ but wilUng, 
if possible, to be for a short time left to 
herseHj she begged Margaretta would 
leave her, which the good creature to* 
cordingly did. Her courage seemed to 
recede as the distapce between Marga- 
retta and herself increased ; and when 
her footsteps were no longer heard, she 
sunk on her chair in an agony of tears. 
At the expiration of the period i^oken 
of i^y Margaretta^ Angela imagined she 
heard footsteps on the stairs. Urged 
by the considerations which Marga* 
retta had before suggested, she arose» 
and assuming an appearance of forti- 
.tude^ awaited the approach of thie in- 
truder. The appearance of Fietia, 



•il 
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however^ nearly disarmed ber resolut* 

tion. 

- " You must instantly follow us/* said 

he, addressing Angela, as he entered! 

the appartment. 

Angela hesitated. 

•'Any efibrt at delayiflg your de- 
parture, will be fruitless^," continued he, 
attempting to seize her arm as he 
spoke. She iwroided bim, however, at 
the same time desiring him to precede 
bee from the room ; be complied, and 
she silently, and with thfj appearance 
at least of fortitude, followed him. 

In the hall they were joined by Mi- 
chiel.o and his companion.; and our 
heroineV having taken leat^e of her 
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friend Margaretta, with the previoua 
knowledge of whom, however, the 
robbers were unacquainted ; abe was. 
forced into a carriage which waited^ and 
wa? driven with the greatest speed fropa 
the portal. 

V The Bightwas^ark as the deed which 
was passmg under its shadowy veiL*-^ 
The lightning illamiaed the wild scene^. 
tMoA .the "eyes had fjcaro e l y a gta d oa the 
dreary -prospect which tiie forked glare 
exiiibited, ere all the senses were ab* - 
sorbed in the seiisation of terror at the 
hollow reverberating sound of the thun- 
der which succeeded. The rain at 
length, began to fall : it seemed to re- 
animate the face of nature, and as the 
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large d rops patterod oq. the kates of 
the trees> beneath the spreading 
I^ranches of. which the carriage was 
passijiig^ thegf appeared to regain tb^icf 
tsrouted Tig^ar. Angria, how^ver^ waa 
only alive to the horrors of the scene> 
those only were tjom^enisd to her mind ^ 
the brighter shades passed onheeded;^ 
the. teaipest which sUK raged ia' her 

» 

terror wh^ch^ at. other times ishe coiil^r. 
not avoid feeling, were now cpacnpletely;, 
lost. Her 8cattere4 ideas were, how«^ 
ever, recalled by the voice of Pietco^de^. 
siring Paulo to be silent 
/* But,.'* said Paulo, turning to Pietro^ 
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'f you most account for your absence to 
our captain/' 

** But not to you, ''interrupted Pietro,* 
^' a . satisfactory account will no doubt 
be demanded^ and such I am prepared 
to gfeire." 

" Forgive ine," replied Panio, " if 
I doubt that«" 

^ You may doubt what you please,'' 
replied Pietro, '' it is our captain's 
doubts only which can affect me. If 
you had been as actively engaged in the 
<:ause of us all 2£s I have beep, you 
would not be thus prating to me." 

*^ Prating to you, I am afraid that if 
DO one had been more actively engaged 
fee the general ^good than you have. 
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we should all have been by this time 
amusing the populace in Venice, on d 
stage erected for the purpose." 

^* Do you doubt me then," repHei 
ftetro, his fece reddening as he spoke, 
" I say but for me we had been there 
three years since," 

Angela internally prayed that the 
intervention had never existed. Mi- 

■ • 

chieio who had dept during nearly the 
whofe of liie dispttte, now awoke; 
** Silence," said he, •* you had better 
descend and decide the matter, and not 
disturb us, who are peaceably inclined^ 
with your words. I believe you would 
either of you sooner be the last in a 
battle; and first in a retreat. Ydur 
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absence, however/' turning to Pietro, 
** of eight months, mnst be accounted 
for, when we reach the place of our 
destination." 

** That it certainly must be/' return- 
ed Pietro, *^ and that it certainly will 
be, but it is not for this night-flying, 
:^agg^r-f»ce renegado to demand an 
account of my actions." 

Paulo drew his dagger; Pietro like- 
"wise unsheathed his stiletto. 

Michielo drew his sword, *' put up 
your weapons," said he, in a voice that 
would have struck terror to the hearts 
t)f any human being, " or remember 
the vault that so invitingly receives its 
inmates'When the nod of our captains 
command it»" 
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Pietro tremblingly deposited his wea- 
pon in the folds of his garment ; Paulo^ 
however^ more resolute, held his in his 
hand. " Must I repeat my words,'* 
said Michielo, still more sternly, " I 
will be obeyed or you enter the castle 
bound, as tight as was your poor com- 
rade Gonsalvo, the Spaniard, whom 
the merciless Doge had executed this 
day twelvemonth; for stopping the 
wretched wandering friar. " 

Paulo appeared ajppeased, '^ He 

' . ■• . 

'should not have had any coanection 
with the church," replied he, " those 
friars are the harbingers of mischief; 
they appear only at the birth and the 
decease of most men s and I would 
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50oner meet a wolf than a priest. They 
both thunder death atyous the bare- 
beaded knaves," 

Michelo and Pietro laughed^ Angela 
could not but assent to the truth of the 
jjdeas thus coarsely conveyed^ though 
she deprecated the method of express- 
ing them. She considered it a subject 
too sacred to be discussed by such 
wretches to those before her, who thus 
attempted to set bounds to reh'gion, 
and ascribe the lengths to which pious 
enthusiaftn should be carried. Paulo 
continued- 
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That priest, whose career Gonsalvo 
so prematurely ifttopped, was walking 
bare-foot to the shrine of a kindred 
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nainty %ho bad been seme hiimfred 
yeans before placed in a iHoiia9tr5F»» 
near Venice, for idiots to how befoi^. 
Oonsalvo, however, rendered the pious 
work unnecessary; be met him a 6h6rt 
^listance from the end of his j^rney^ 
«nd because ihe loaded knave would 
not contribute his pdtion towards the 
subsistence oS that part of his fellaw 
beings, ai^aembled in a certain fortness^ 
Jm iseat him io ^associaite with his br«» 
thren in the cemetry of the convent to 
which h(& faekuigad. The iMi^nce of 
the hoary wretch was so -great, he coiM 
iiOt es^piect oik&c treitn^ent at Hhe -hands 
of a;%«Btth knight" 
•* Tjm^** replied Pi^ro^ wIwvdeMaed 



to have forgotten the recent dispute 
between himself and Paulo, ** if half 
iiofi monks ia Venice were. sent after 
him, there would be less mi?chief,, and 
« considerable decrease iu the con- 
sumption of luxuries." 

" But," return^ Paulo, " if the ex- 
jpecMeut you speak of had been resorted 
'to while you was a monk, do you not 
think that your sentiinents cm the sub- 
ject would have been ^considerably 

^ ** -Perhaps so," replied Pietra; 

The conversaticm ceased^ and Mi- 
chielo again diept 

The silence was« at lengtht interrupt- 

D2 
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ed by Angela, <* Are we," she inquirecF^ 
•** B^r the end of our journey?** ' "■''' * 
Pietro to whom this question was ad^ 
dressed j {Hit' his hand upon his lips* 
Angela comprehended the hint, and as 
she saw questions were vwi, forbore 
further conversation* The carriage 
rolled on at a furious rate. The ii^ 
creasing coMness of the air, bespfoke 
them near the sea shore* The idea' aU 
inost diilled the warm stream -which 
flowed round her heart. To be tdken 
from her home, - and now from her 
country, was a source of inexpresirible 
dismay* and gladly would she have ex- 
changed situations with a peasant, 
could she have shared the enviable 
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iranqnillity and happiness with their 
llabour. Hfer supposition Fespecting th^ 
direction tvhkh the carriage wa6- tak- 
C ing was now conBrmed. She heard thior 
waves of the sea lash the distant shore. 



^ <<^ We miBt be near the beacb,^ said 

Panlo^ <'- the vessel is in its usiTal ptace^ 

I suppose.''* 

. : ** Yes/' replied Michielb, rising from' 

the side of the coach a^^acwt jyhich: he 
leaned^ '^ wi& must reach the rocky de* 

scent eFe the sun rises^ though be an-^ 

Doniiees his approach in the east al« 

ready, I perceive/' 

• "Would,'* replied Pietro, empbati* 

cally* ^^ he had never again risen on 

our deeds." 

D3 
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" What, ever harping on our deeds// 
said Michielo, ^' you have learnt to t>e 
in part a monk by nature as well as 
Bame, and would reprove our sins in 
the name of your holy order. I would 
advise you to cease your admOnilionSy 
or I, father Miehielo, a senior of the 
brotherhood, will be under the disagree* 
able necessity . of excommunicating 

you/' ; 

. Paulo laughed ^t the sarcastic man- 
ner in which these words were pro* 
- nounced, and Pietro could scarcely re«*' 
tain his risible faculties, though thur re* 
proof was too severely levelled for him 
to turn it into ridicule. 
The carriage now entered the road 
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which lity between two juttii^ rocks, . 
the bold poiQtB of which was ooveredf 
with mofiSj and crowned with tufied 
heathy as the carriage passed beneath^ 
them, threatened to overwhelm itj 
They 9 however, passed impeDding dan* 
ger in safety^ and emerging from the 
rugged path,, the carriage rolled along 
the slimy gravel which skirted the 
shore* The sun had by this time risen^ 

■ 

to a sufficient height for Angela to dis* 
cover the surrounding objects. They 
were,, she saw, going on at a furious 
rate along the shorega of the Mediter« 
ranean, skirted by gravel and weeds^ 
and terminated by a high and bold 

d4 
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thore> whose overhanging i^mthils 
seemed supported only by air. 
" They had proceeded about two miles 
when isbe clearly discerned in the dis« 
ii^ce/ the white sails of a vessel un*" 
furled to the wind/ her heart beat high 
tit the sight she now saw^ perhaps for 
the ]^ time^ the shores of her native 
land/ They had, however, by this 
time/reached the small bay where the 

« • * 

vessel lay moored. 

M ichielo, Paulo, and Pietro alighted, 
^nd wading into the water to their mid- 
die, reached the side of the ship. They, 
were soon taken on board, and half an 
hour eflapsed ere they discovered any 
intentions of retuining. At lengtfii 
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they, with the assistance of another 
person, whom Angela supposed thej 
had left to t^ke care of the vessel^ were 
seen hoisting out a boat over its sid^ 
and leaving the ship, soon reached t|ie 
shore. 

The stranger was wrapped in a large 
coat, and a mask covered his face, 
which totally concealed his features 
from the prying eyes of Angels^ whl»^ 
fancied his general appearance was fii^ 
miliar to her. Her train -of ideas upon 
this subject jvere,.hewever, interrupted 
by Micbielo^.who approaching the car* 
riage alone^ desired her to alight> and 
taking her arm in his^ led her towards^- 
the boat. 

' D 5 
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On her reaching it the stranger start* 
«d from bis seat, and turning his eyes 
from herj appeared greatly agitated^ 
Micbielo, upon a motion from tlt^ 
stranger, seized her, and placing her 
across his shoulder, carried her to th? 
boat, and returning to the vehicle from 
which he had taken Angela, discharged 
it, for she saw it immediately drive off. 
Michielo once more took his place in 
the boat, and they rowed towards tb<^ 
^hip. The prospect at any other tiaie 
would have enraptured the susceptible 
mind of Angela; a rising sun cast hi? 
lengthened, rays across . an expanse of 
ivater, bordered only by rocks. Here 
and there a white sail appeared UI|^:A 
moving speck in the vast track. 
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When they reached the ship the an^- 
chor was immediateiy weighed, and the 
sails bent to the breeze which bore An^ 
gela from Valerio and her* coimtrjr. 
An exile! — a prisoner! — ivhat ar dexr* 
tiny was her's; completely in the povi^er 
of her most secret and implacable 
-enemy. Angela felt the force of her 
melancholy situation, and the certainty . 
of the idea scarcely left her sufficient 
Strength to walk the deck. I^ie was 
roused^ at length, from the melancholy 
train of reflections into i^liicb she had ' 
fallen, by the* yoice of Michielo dor 
airing her attetidance in the cabin. 

£ittle ccmversation passed during 
jier break&st. Michido appeared to^ 
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be the only one of the robbers who 
dared venture a word with the nn-* 
known, and he was as quickly desired 
peace. Angela, at the conchision of 
the meal, again left the cabin, and 
ascended to the deck, to indulge mor^ 
tinobservedly her sad runiinationi;. 
f* Scan," cried she, mentally, gazing 
on the vast expanse of water wltich 
^imounded hev, ^^ soon, alas ! wiH this 
larg3 space separate me from the worlds 
|>erhaps for ever. A bar between me 
and happioess, which my utmost forti- 
-tude can never surmount. Ohi what 
a deserted being am I. Ere I couM 
appreciate existence, I am as it were 
4orQ from it for even Soon will the 
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shores which contain erery being dear 
to me^ disappear. All will disappear^ 
save my poison and my grave j in the 
one I cannot but think I shall see the 
other — be they soon* united i Soon, on 
the cold lap of earth shall I lay my 
aching head, to rise from it no more.-^ 
As she concluded this dark view of the 
situation in which she considered irK 
visible direction to have pkrnged hei% 
she, overcome by the contending emo- 
tions of her mind, leant against the 
side of the vessel for support. 
' Michielo^.at this moment coming on 
deck, roused hfer, by directing her ath 
-tent^on towards some thing which ap^ 
peai^ tobe rising to m enormous height 
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before tliem. Casting her eyes towards 
tiie place to which her regards were 
directed,, she perceived directly befora 
her- a rock, whose summit was crow^ned 
by the castle, in the dreary chambers, 
perhaps dungeons, of which ^he was^ 
henceforth to reside. 

** Enclosed in those ample walls,'' 
£aid Michielo, pointing towards the 
castle, " are the body of burtroop/^ 

The blood which had crept but slow ty 
through her yeins, tiimed cold at tlii^ 
confirmation of her fears, and sh^ 
leaned on a part of the rigging for sup* 
port. Michielo ran to her assistance^ 
Signora, . said he, in an accent of cotn*- 
fassioui dictated by the apparent misery 
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which marked her lovely features^ ^' la 
it not possible for you to descend to the 
cabiDj the Signor will administer every 
aid which the vessel affords.'' 

Angela motioned a negativCt and at^ 
tempted to speak, but in vain ; the 
power of words was denied her^ and 
she sunk upon the deck. 

Thi^ man, who appeared to be such 
a strange compound of tyranny and 
compassion^ of vilify and humanity^ 
instaotly took the necessary means for 
restoring her>.and ia less than five mi* 
nut^ he completely succeeded. 

They had ^ by this time, however^ 
reached the b<dd shores of the waver 
encircled spot> whicli was to be the fu^ 
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tore abode of our hapless Angela. She 
raised bei* tearful eyes to Heaven, as she 
h)wered down into the boat, followed 
by the banditti, and they reached the 
shore, which was scarcely fifty ^'ards 
distance, in safety. They proceeded 
ftlong the low beach, covered with shell$ 
and weeds, till turning sharply a corner 
in the rock, they arrived at a small gate, 
which was strongly barricaded with irom 
Micbielodrew a horn from a smallcreyice 
in the solid rock^ and sounded a blast 
which made the hollow caverns of the 
beach re-echo back the sound. A se- 
cond and a third were uns^tendtd to. 
A fourth, however, brought iiie at* 
lendant robber to the gate^. which 
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creaked on Us rusty hinges as it^slowljr 
opened, and admitted the party into a 
long narrow cavern^ apparently formed 
by nature^ but improved by art. Its 
slimy sides were damp with the thick 
Tapour^ of which a volume evaporated 
on th6 opening of its massy inclosure.. 
' Michielo, on entering it^esired Aih 
gela to take his arm, in a tone whicl^ 
seemed to preclude disobedience, and 
in a tone which seenied to scare every 
one but the object to whom it was ad- 
dressed. She calmly complied, and 
he led her along the continued vault, 
lighted only by' a glimmering lamp, 
which now and then brightened its ray, 
as the passing currents uded its Q^txiifi 
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Even y^kh the help of this^ however, it 
was scarcely possible to distinguish th6 
passage; but the way was top well 
known to her guides for them to hesi-» 
tate^ and they reached at length tlie 
termination of this abode of darkness^ 
A large iron door opened into the great;, 
hali of tlie <:astle» which she afterwards 
kamed had served for a defence to the 
island^ as well as a residence to its go-: 
Ternor> though it was now converted 
to the worst of purposes. 

The marble pavement of the hall,^ 
of amazing extent, was covered witlv 
battered remnants of armour, which^ 
appeared, by the coat of dust which 
the hand of time had thrown Qver tbeoiji 
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to have lain in their present position a 
great number of years. The roof of 
this prodigious apartment was support- 
ed by marble pillars, against which, 
were suspended the crests and sliields 
of the former governors of the pile. la 
regular niches which were in the walls, 
were piled suits of complete armour,^ 
beneath which were inscribed in lettera 
of gold, on tablets of black marble, the 
deeds of the hero, to perpetuate the me* 
mory of whom, the figure above wag 
placed. At the feet of the several 
knights lay their falchions and ample 
shields, which still bore marks of the 
lusty warfare in which they had been 
formerly engaged. 
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Those figures," said Miehlelo, a* 
they passed'the bdK, represent our pre- 
decessors^ the former possessors of this 
fabric, which has descended by rather 
an irregulaiv time of succession to us> 
who now consider it necessary to wage 
war against all the world, in order that 
all the world may be at peace with 



Uft." 



He appeared ta. ^rect bis eyes: to«^ 
wards Angela, as if expecting an an- 
swer. She, however, remained silent—^ 
Michielo continued :-^ 

*^ That figure which stands in the 
last niche,,*' directing Angela's eyes to- 
wards it, as he spoke, " represents my 
great uncle the Count del Fiatanto.'*--* 
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He was first in command dulring his 
life ; he little reflected that his nephew 
wcHild be second in command at his 
death, with this difference only, that it 
is under another government.'' 

Angela was struck with surprize.— 
She had never known the Platanto Fa- 
mily ; but she had often heard it spoken 
of, as being of the first consequence. 
Michielo watched the effect which his 
words might have on the expressive 
countenance t)f his gentle auditor/ he 
saw she seemed surprised, and he felt 
flattered that any thing he could have 
said should have had that effect upon 
her 
: At this moment the mask, accom* 
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panied by Pietro and PauIo» passed 
them* Oa perceiving them^ Micbielo 
immediately qaickened his pace^ and^ 
as fast as the trembling Angela was able 
to proceed^ followed them up a stair- 
case which communicated with a long 
corridor, the large pannels of which ap- 
peared to have been once beautifully 
adorned with the choicest productiooB 
of genius, but which had, from time and 
neglect, fallen completely to decay. 
At the extremity of this they opened a 
small door, and passed into a chamber 
completely round. 

# 

^ This cliamber, madam,'^ said Mi* 
chielo, as he led ber in to it, *^ and the 
two immediately above are designed 
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solely for your use. To these^ there- 
fore, you must endeavour to make your 
wishes confine you. You will be sup- 
plied with necessary sustenance." 

He now abruptly retired, followed by 
the remainder of the banditti, as like- 
wise the mask, leaving Angela to those 
melancholy reflections which the pecu- 
lianty of her situation prompted. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



Their retreating footsteps bad died 
away, and Angela was for a moment 
left to herself. It was but for a short 
time, however. Soon after the touuds 
of their return struck on her ear, and 
Ketro entered, bearing some refresh- 
ment. Michielo followed him into the 
apartment. 

** Retire," said the latter to Pietfo, 
•^ and desire Guelpo to see that the cen- 
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tinels on the western turret be re- 
lieved." 

Pietro immediately obeyed^ and Mi* 
chielo remained in the chamber, 
s '^ These doors/' he cbntinned, ad« 
dressing Angela^ and opening one as 
-he spoke, << lead up these stairs to the > 
chambers above, which have been pre- 
pared for you." 

Angela perplexed at the seeming in* 
XKiQgmity in the ctnduct of Michido, 
did. not TCp}y 4o the inquiring glance 
which he -cast towards her on the. con- 
clusion of this speech. She steadfastly 
. jegarded him in silence. 

Michielo ^turned frii»n her inquiring 
glance $ he thought she saw- ihto his 

VOL. II. £ 
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•rery soul. He knew there were some 
spots there^ and he did not like that 
«he should meet the eyes of purity, he 
would at that moment have given worlds- 
if all traces of the foulness of it cmild 
have been obliterated. Wrought upon 
by his feelings, he exclaimed involun- 
tarily, " Now, or never, but they shall 
not be added to/* 

Angela did not regard this exclama- 
fion, and Michielo, suddenly starting^ 
addressed her, " The world cannot 
spare its greatest ornament, and you 
shall be restored to it." 

On hearing some one calling hia 
loudly without the chamber, he abrupt- 
ly retireds apparently vexed at the an« 
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timely interruption^ and a week elapsed 
ere she again beheld him. During this 
time, she was, however, very assida« 
ously attended alternately by Pietro^ 
Paulo, and another of the Banditti^ 
with whose name she was unacquainted. 
Her hopes with regard to the friendly 
interposition of Hichidoy became less 
sanguine, as every hour elapsed ; but he 
at length onpe more appeared to renew 
them. 

'^ Signora," said he as he entered 
her chamber one evening, '^ you began, 
I suppose, to imagine I had deserted 
you ;-— I could as soon desert my own 
busy thoughts. He put his hand in a 
thoughtful manner to his forehead; but 

£2 
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.recovering himself, he proceeded:—- 
^* The .remembrance of the scenes 
Ihrough which I have pitssed in the 
worldj together with avarice and ambi- 
tion, almost makes me, even at this mo- 
raent, repeat the oath I •4)nce took t^ 
ftrswear it for .everJ^*^' 

Angela B^ke not Notwithstanding 
jippearances^ she felt a reluctance to re* 
posing in him that^confidence which he 
seemed to expect, which she could n6t 
surmount. The character in which he 
fir£^ appeared to her, had created aa 
impression <ki her mind, which she could 
not easily overcome. She had tfaea 
heard him boast of his murderous deeds^ 
and recount them with apparentscitifistc^ 
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tiou. The first words she had heard 
him utter, were tho^e of revenge and 
slaughter; and bis momentary repent- 
ajice she oould not consider as a refor*- 
xnation, so fuUjrcomplete, as to produce^ 
so great an alteration in her favour. 
Pietro, she was convince4; was, a 

« ■ ■ 

wretch, subtle and treacherous; he 
\yould betray her and the troop in the 
same breath* Of this Michielo was 
likewise aware; and to this knowledge, ^ 
perhaps, might be attributed those 
strong expressions which had filled het 
mind with such apprehensions. Cir- 
cumstances were altogether so inexpli- 
cable, that she determined to Avait the 
solvinghafid oftim^ ta unravel the n^ys-i' 

E3- 
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tery, and not to suffer the specious pro* 
fessions of a robber^ whose least crime 
was that of murder. Her future con- 
duct^ however, she considered, could 
only be guided by circumstances. It 
was yet doubtful whether an alternative 
would be left her. 
^ Michielo, as though aware of the re* 

« 

flections which were passing in her bo- 
som, stood silently contemplating the 
ftice, as it were, of his judge. A cast 
of reserve marked the face of Angela, 
and her suspicion became visible upoa 
it. These, however, he hoped to re- 
move. As the suggestion which her 
mind had made in favour of Michielo, 
came across her^ her features relaxed in* 
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to a smite, and hope likewise relaxed' 
the features of the bandit. 

•' If/* said he, mentally, " I caw 
aid her flight,, she shall return ta Venice^, 
and I to some peaceful obscurity/' 
• These plans in favour of his prisonerj% 
however, he determined to conceal, lest 
fcis apparently too suddenr return to 
virtue might make ber£r<^bt thee:$ist« 
ence of it in his bosom. — ^To it and to* 
Italy,, he was determined, if possible^ 
to i^iurn ; and though this resolution 
was one of an hour, he resolved it 
should be as lasting as he had once sup* 
posed his renouncement of the world to 
have been. The sterness which mark* 
ed the features of Miohielo wore off, aS 

E 4 
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He contemplatied the countenance o£ 
one whom he had assisted in conveymg 
from friends^ home, and counb'y. Whe» 
resignation marks the features of thd 
injured, how cutting te the guilty ara 
Ranees with, which the suflFerer re- 
jjroaches him ? These glances Angela,, 
with timid and inquiring eye, bent on 
the guilty wretch before her. He kne^ 
ifiwself guilty of crimes, the very men* 
(ion of which would have made humaa 
Bature shudder. He thought her looks 
conveyed a knowledge of them likewise^ 
and he contemplated her countenance 
with an inquiring eye, and fixisd glance, 
A& hope whispered the bos.Qm of hi^ 
tictim, her deserve of face disappeared> 
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and as though act^ upon by the same 
sensation^ th^ gloomy cast pf featur|$ 
wluch bad before marked bim^ disap;- 
pc^red at tbe sdtoemoQient. • 

" Dei you know the- fate ci tbe Pia--* 
t^nto family^^' be said at length. 

<^ X have not a personal knowledgi^ 
^ tbem," replied Angela, 
. ^* I s^uld have been Count del Piajr 
taat;p," continued Michirf^, " but for 
that gratnd counterpoiis^ to all our mi^ - 
Juries — Jove ! . I could give niy fo^ to » 
the most lingering. p?iinful d0:>th ingC;- 
nuity. could d^vjs^j but I would not 
w§b him those pangs, which once I 
felt My fund father ijx m^ saw all hi»- 
bpptes. My ipother almost revered th^p;^ 
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ground I hallowed with my steps. I 
itas then without a single peri^n near 
me who dare tell me I was wrong; 
haughty and reserved, alike towards 
m;^ equals knd my iniferiors ; above me 

« 

I Owned none. 'Twas then I first saw 
Adelaide; and I loved her with a fer* 
vour such as tnight have been expected 
from oriie possessing such uncontrouiable 
passions. Under her forming hand I 
became another being. Her situation 
in life, however, was far beneath mine 5 
attached to her as I was, I regarded this 
as a favourable incident, as it affected 
myself. My father thought otherwise. 
"When informed by the malignant hand 
of intrusive malice^ of the connexion 
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by which I was bound, at some future 
{)criod, to lead her to the altar. . He 
grew frantic, ^ be commanded me for 
ever to abandon her. To -this I onljr 
replied by leaving the bouse in search 
of my beloved. I informed her of th» 
storm which was about to bittst over 
our heads; To this she replied only by 
desiring I would leave her for even 
X returned to my father^ suffer nie>'V 
aaid I to hiip^ '' to introduee to you - 
as a member of yourtfamily> the only ' 
j^male wha-- will ever- grace it. With<> 
€mt answering^herushed from the apart- 
inent«^ I left the house by the break of 
morn. I sought my Adelaide^ as wa» 
my custom, to hail the matin, song. of.. 
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the feathered chpnsters. I found her 
tiot. In the most frantic manner I re* 
turned to seek my iather. His conduct 
betrayed him^ acquainted with the flight 
^f my beloved. At that moment I 
dared to accusis him of the -foulest 
murder. He* bade me leave hiis prer 
gence, J obeyed him, I left him for 
ever. I determined as I was again let 
loose upon the world, ta prey upon it. 
I havd fulfilled, most religioubly, mj 
lawless views. I knew where mortals 
•ore most Vulnerable, and I have stabbed 
them to the quick. A tjear stole down 
the rough furrowed hme of the baa* 
dit, a passage was hot marked for ii^ 
find he hastily brushed it away. 
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. Angela, at tlie sigjit of this stealing 

token of sensibility^, could scarcely re*^ 

press^asigh. She saw the marble n^r 

lure of a bandit worked upon by re* 

.collections^ which^ from bis external - 

4ippearanoe, . she could scarcely have* 

believed he had ever experiencedjinucb^ 

less, that he shpuld now remeoiber theoi^ 

.^md with a sensation so poignant. Ua. 

jde€idedhow-tofict».bQwever> bhjs plead: 

.#d fatigue, . w4 be rushed mtk precipin 

tation froa> the ^yiartment. She.b^li 

not courage to wopud his feelings, by 

professing her doubts of his sincerity; 

l^ut nt the 9^En9 time sliie tren)b]ed lest 

she shpjuld become the victim of bjs 

artifices^ IpyolK^d- in thw pefplejcing 
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round of thought she look her lamp 
from her table and ascended to her 
chamber. 

■ Fatigue would have lulled her to re- 
pose, biit for the agitation of her mind. 
So anxiously, indeed, vvereher thoughts 
emjwyed as to what might probably 
be her future destiny, that morning 
broke before she liad composed herself 
sufficiently^ to taste repose, Sleep>. 
however, at length visited her, from 
'which she awoke considerably refresh- 
ed. She now determined; for 4he first 
time, to inspect her apartments, to dis* 
cover,- if possible, the extent of the 
bounds which were allotted her. 

■ 

Taking the keys which Micbielohad. 
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left with heri she proceeded to examine 
them. The first into which she had 
been introduced^ and which she had 
hitherto used as her sitting-room, was 
hung with continued tapestry, drawn, 
aside with crimson cords, on that sid^ 
on which theKght wasadtnitted through 
l&rge casemented windows, which com* 

1 

manded a view of the island at the 
back of the edifice. Here the beautiea 
of nature appeared to be spread with 
an abundant but partial hand. The 
north-east side qf the tract appeared fer- 
tile in the extreme 3 here the earth was 
supplied ^with water which flowed air 
most continually from the tops of the 
t>oId shore which terminated the view 
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on that side. The more southern parts, , 
boweyer, wanting their stianilus ta 
vegetation, were nearly barren.. Na-f- 
t«re bad. given it little, awd art less*. 
It fonned,,ini!eed>. a striking contrast- 
wjtbfhe^green fojiage aad amply spreads 
iijg branches wliich adorned the oppo*- 
site siile. The eyes of Ajngela ache4' 
as they rested on the barren, path and* 
jatting points of rocks as they pioject^- 
ed their brown, heads from among th^ - 
gfeen heath which alone grew on theic ' 
summits. Not an object, . howey^r^ - 
presented itself which could in the least 
lead her to suppose any other hums^p. 
Ibeing than the M^U'^V^rs and hersel^-^ 
iph^bited iu T^e fiirnitu^je which de* 
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coratcd the apartment may be easily 
enumerated. Their old fashioned cbaira 
graced its sides. A large table was 
imaioveably fixed to the floor in tha 
center of it» against which was placed' 
an enormous chain, and which appear*^ 
ed likewise to be a fixture. Having 
ascended to her bed-room, she found 
that in siase and decorations, it nearly 
resembled the one below, with the ex-^ 
ceptioa of a large old &sbioned bed^ 
the former magnificent hangings of 
which were decayed by time and dis« 
use, hung partly on the floor. Little 
elated at the discoveries which she bad 
made she proceeded to the one^ as yet 
unopeued by her. Continuing her walk 
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she ascended the upper flight of stairs^ 

and entered the room. It, was the 

smallest of (he wholes and the air oS 

Comfort which it possessed, amply re^ 

paid her for the trouble she had takeit 

m attaining her object; she determined 

to pass the major part of her captivity 
in it. It was farnished with chairs woA^ 

a small table, the manufacture of which- 

did not appear of so ancient a date as 

the furniture which decorated the other 

apartments, added to which, it com-* 

manded from the windows, which opeib^ 

ed on sUi- sides, views of every thing 

which passed without the castie^ ^and 

upon the batdements of it. It appeared 

to have been^ recently inhabited. Th^ 
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"walks bore traces of liues^ whicbj in 
many places^ were still legible, and 
ifhich appeared to have been written 
by a female ; but a large trunk which 
stood in one corner of the apartment 
attracted the notice of Angela. She 
eagerly ran to it, and lifting the lid 
i/^bich she found unfastened^ proceeded 
tb examine its Cohtetrts. A variety of 
papers^ however, and two or three 
Ijtooks which were the only objects 
that met her eye ; the former she de- 
termined on immediately securing ;^ thit^ 
night may throw some light on the 
former unfortunate recluse, with whose 
destiny, which must, she thought, have 
some resemblance to her ownj^ she was. 
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particularly anxious ta become im- 
mediately acquainted. The further re- 
searches were, however, stopped for the* 
present, as she heard voices in her lower 
apartment*. 

Immedijfttely^ theref6re> depositing her 
acquisitions in herbosonr, and putting, 
ttiose which she could not conveniently 
oonceal, back: inherebest, she eagerl)^: 
descended* iVJpchielo and Pietro^ .how* 
ever, were retreating at one d<>or,.aSi 
she reached the other. They had exe^- 
quted their object, bowever, which wa? ^ 
to take away, the remains of her break-*- 
fest and the lamp, .in order to replenish ? 
itdn the evening. Thus neither of them^i 
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noticed her return, but locking her 
door after them, silently retired. 

She heard their footsteps die away as 
they trave.rsed. the long galleries where 
4;he stairs that led to the apartment ter* 
minatedj ere she again ventured from 
the room ; this, however, she quickly 
did. As soon as silence beispoke them 
far distant, she again eagerly sought the 
apartment which formerly contained 
one as unfortunate as herself. 

She once opened the trunk, and bind-* 
inn; up all the books and papers which 
she had left there (with some red tape 
which appeared to have beea used for 
the same purpose before), deposited 
them Ofk -the table, and unlocking the 
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door which led from the apartment^ as- 
cended a few steps, and passed out up- 
on the turret. The prospect was de- 
lightful in the extreme. Immediateljr 
beneath her^ and almost as far as the 
eye could reach, the ground was co- 
vered with trees, well here and there 
intersected by small plats of grass which 

: ' fifibrded sustenance for the horses be- 
longitig to the troop, while the.tall way- 

r.ing pines and pliant ash gave shelter to 
them from the storm ; beyond this ap- 
peared the far-extended ocean, lashing 
with its retiring waves, the low sandy 
shore, which gave bounds to a retreat 
she now began to think she should ne» 

•ver be allowed to quit. The distance^ 
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liowever, between the island and the 
bold rocky shores of the opposite coast, 
on that side, did not appear so great, as 
4she imagined she could distinguish the 
dark prominences which skirted it. She 
continues her walk round the turret It 
appeared the most eastern of the whole, 
•and its high mouldering battlements 
bespoke the strength which it once pos- 
sessed. On the side towafds the body 
of the pile appeared a small iron door, 
nearly open, which, by descending a 
:;.few steps, led to the long range of de- 
\ fence witli which the front of the pile 
was armed. : Going to the extremest 
verge of the iQat on which she stood, 
; he saw that part of the coast on which 
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she had been landed : its frightful depth 
overcame, her^ and she tottered from it, 
scarcely able to stand. Her strength, 
however^ returned as the cause of its^ 
failure disappeared. She determined 
on immediately returning to her cham- 
ber. The weakness which he felt, how* 
ever^ rendered this difficult, but taking 
the precaution to secure the manu^- 
scripts, and lock the doors as she passed 
them, she, at length. Once more reached 

her apartment. 
Carefully depositmg hei^ new acquU 

sitions in a small drawer in the tabli, 

she proceeded to examine them, whea 

the sound of approaching footsteps 

alarmed her. and she hastily secreted 
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her newly acquired treasures. The 
lightness, however, of the intruder*s 
tread, beapoke a new Tisitant. The 
conjecture was well founded, for the 
door opened, and a female entered* 
The good-natured appearance of the 
woman by no means corresponded with 
the mission with which she was charged^ 
A constrained smile passed over her 
featnies as, entering the room, she 
said : — 

^^ I am, Signora, henceforward to 
be your attendant ; that is to say^ your 
gaoler. I shall be used to my trade 
soon,'' she continued with a sigh, " if 
experieiice in the art can make me per- 

VOI,. II. P 
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feet, that my employers provide ihe 
with, at least." 

" Can you," said Angela, disregard- 
ing the introductory speech of her new 
servant, " inform me the name of the 
lad}'-, w^ho, I understand, was confined in 
the upper chamber of this turret, before 
I came here ?*' 

*' No, Signbra,*^ replied the v^roman, 
" I cannot ; I was not her attendant. 
She was not allowed to stir from that 
chamber, which was the only one al- 
lotted to her, and I did not see her once 
during her residence bere.^ 

" They were very strict then in her 
■ confinement," said Angela. 

" Very so, indeed, signora," replied 
the woman j " during her stay here. 
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which lasted twelve months, she never 
once left the apartment, but she em- 
ployed herself nearly the whole of the 
time in writing. I have oftep since 
seen a packet of papers whioh she left 
^behind in the chest in the room above, 
that would at least take that time to 
write." 

Angela was convinced of this. She 
continued — *' The last time I was 
there, I received this manuscript which 
details what I have often heard Co!io, 
who is one of the oldest men in the 
troop, relate. How the unfortunate 
Signpra became acquainted with it> I 
cannot ditine, unless, indeed, she heard 
the old man tell the story/' Spying 

F 2 
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this, she put into the hands of Angela 
a manuscript, who ^eagerly received it 
from her. 

" That, Signora,^' she continued, ^' is 
the paper. In tlie weary moments of 
your confinement, you may, perhaps^ 
find relief were you to go to that cham- 
ber. It might, perhaps, beguile you 
of a tear to coo over the rhimes which 
were chalked by one who considered 
them, at tiie time^ as epitapiis on her 
tomb.*' 

Angela was sheeted, ** I will go 
there," said she. 

** You- will be gratified, Signora," 
continued her informant ; — '^ but I must 
away s if the captain guessed the motive 
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which has detained me, he might, per- 
haps execute some of his tyrannical, 
threats against me/' 

As her attendant hastened from the 
apartment;. Angela unfolded her 
friendly communication^ and read as 
follows:-— 



TALE 

QF THB 

CASTLE. 



The biHows lash'd the lonely beacl^ 

On which the castle stood. 
The loud wkid whistling o'er the heathy. 

Uprais'd.the angry flood* 

F3> 
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Tiie watchword pass'd the turret round. 
The clack the curfew toll'd, . 

The sentry turned his watchful way,. 
The thunder loudly howPd. 

Adelbert from the banquet stole,. 
New horrors seiz'd his breast ;. 

The beating tempest of his soul 
Knew neither peace jior rest. 

He hears the bodii^g screechr-owPs notes, . 

It wings its sullen flight ; 
The lightning's forked rays disclose 

The sombre shades of night. 

Adelbert still the storm defy'd> 

The tempest howl'd in vain. 
He to the turret's mouldering heightj.. 

Sad, cheerless, ream-d agaiii.^ 
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Blue lightnings flash'd, a quiv'ring flame^ 
Athwart the gloom appeared ; 

Its eychalls flash'd^ the grisly sprrght 
A bloody dagger rear'd. 

• 

The form approached — before him stood, 

** Remember this/* it cried, 
'* Remember you this glittering steely 

In my sad bosom dyed. 

'* Remember still the cavern drear, . 

That yatvns beside the flood, — 
^is there my rao-ildering corse remains. 

The earth's yet stain'd with blood. 

" But meteor-like, this steel will lead. 
Thy wandering feet astray. 

And will despair thy steps impel. 

Fir, farther still away.** 

F4. 
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The thunder roll'd^ the shadow fled, 

Adelbert still was there. 
Still, still he heard the phantom's words 
•JResounding on his eaiit 

Enft^nzied, he the turret quits^ 

He rushes to the shore, 
iDespair impels the fatal deed» 

.Adelbert is no more. 



\ 

The roaring surge his fbrm receiv^d^ 

It bore him far away. 
And o'er the ruffled surge's face 
j^ Pale fleeting shadows play. 

And still when hollow tempests speak^. 

And rolling surges swell. 
The dagger pale, with blood-red streaky 

Flies, quirering o'er the delU 



« 
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The reflations, which the perusal of. 
these lines excited, were of a nature 
consoling. That retributive justice over 
takes the assassin, tho' concealed in the 
bowels of the earth, the story tended . 
to demonstrate.. In vain the fugitive 
hides the evidence of his crimes in ca- 
verns, defended by tygers. Impotent 
precaution, to attempt concealment 
from the eye of Heaven. Innocence 
will ever insure its protections, and the ■ 
crimes of the guilty its vengeance. 
Angela felt the assurance of this, . 
and the idea : conveyed peace to her 
wounded heart. The exercises of the 
morning added to the fatigue both of 
biody and mi^d which she had endured^ 
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now completely overpowered her, and 
she threw herself on her bed to recruit 
her exhausted strength. 

The sun had set ere she awoke, and 
twilight began to show the sable 
mantle of darkness in the.fiice of nature^ 
The gloom of her chamber was increase- 
ed by the faint glimmer which still re- 
mained, and which but served to ren- 
der its sombre shades visible.. 

She rose, however, and descended to 
her sitting apartment. She had nearly 
taken her seat ere footsteps announced 
some persons in the gallery ; and ano- 
ther instant had scarcely elapsed ere 
Michielo entered, followed by one old 
female domestic, the direct reverse c£ 
her former attendants 
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" Btancha," said he, " this is the 
task which must be executed every day» • 
but you may delegate the task to Anna« 
I have likewise explained to her the na- 
ture of her attendance here." 

"Very well," replied the hag, " she 
is better able to pace that long gallery 
and these narrow stairs than I am." 

" Ketire, then," said Michielo. 

She prepared, nuUtering, to obey. 

*' You woukl not have bade me re* • 
tire a month since. Ere you was raised 
to the office you now hold, you were " 
submissive enough." 

" Retire, Beldam," said Michielo, 
enraged and putting his hand to his 
gii:dle. At the sight of the motion, ra-- • 
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ther than the import of the words, she 
prepared to depart. The half-uttered 
exclamation of " upstart/' and " in- 
solent/' escaped her as she retreated, 
but she fancied the steps of Michielo 
were fast approaching behind her, and 
she quickened her pace. 

" Signora," said he to Angela, when 
the old woman had quitted the room, 
" The attendance of that disgusting 
creature must be painful to you. I 
shall, however, contrary to the com- 
mand of our Captain, cause that of a 
more civilized being/' 

Angela endeavoured to express her 
thanks. 

a 

^ You must have some recollection 
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of the person who attended you this* 
mornings" he continued. 

Angela in vain endeavoured to recoU 
lect any circumstance which might 
kad to a remen^brance of her featureSr 

" I cannot immediately hi'ing to mind 
a knowledge of the person you allude 
to,"— replied Angela. 

** Treachery and revenge tore her 
from the nearly deserted abode of the 
Ck)unt de Valmont, in the forest of—** 

" Ah ! heavens," — ^interrupted she, 
*• and is Anna still alive ?" 

'^ Thanks to* her resignation, she i» 

BO still." 

" Do you leave the Castle, on anjj 
errand^ soon V[ said Angela. 
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" Almost immediately, I believe," 
returned Michielo, endeavouring to- 
smile at the name she had given his- • 
mission,. " but when I do, I think it- 
will be for ever." 

Angela started^ and looked incredu-- 
lous. The ideas which his words cre-^ 
ated in her mind, were not entirely con-* • 
sonant with his wishes. 

" I will not," she reflected, " be 
the dupe of his, perhaps, pretended re-^ 
formation ; but: if l)e should purpose 
the completion of my escape with his 
own-^if he would restore me to Vale- - 
rio, and to my friends — how infinitely in* 
debted should I then be ? what obliga- - 
tion should I not owe to .him? — Mjj,,. 
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eternal gratitude would ^not repay the 
vast debt which would be due. Bat> 
I xnust not hope. Between me and 
happiness remains a gulph^ into which 
madness and despair would tempt met 
to plunge — but hope restrains." 

She determined, at length, to be^ 
guarded in her .assent to, his proposi-* 
tion, and though she secretly rejoiced: 
ats the pFospect of escape which was 
offered, she determined not rashly to» 
deliver hei'self'.up to the guidance of a? 
inan, whose reformation, if reformed 
at alii had been but of an hour's conti«« 
nuance. 

"'Let us leave this place, which to 
me is grown infernal/' said. Michieloy 
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at lengthy breaking the silence^ which;i 
either had observed some time. 

Angela made no answer. 

" And am I sueh a wretch/ '^ he con-*- 
tinned, after a pause, "that even one. 
who is confined, who is for ever banish* 
ed from the world, will not take my 
word when I say I will replace her in » 



it.'* 



The emotion which marked his fea^ 
tures at the utterance of this ejacula^ 
tion, drew a tear into thei eye of Angela. . 

■ 

Despair strongly marked his features,, 
as he paced with quick and unequal- 
steps the apartment. His apparent* 
dgony^ at lengthy induced her to break., 
her silence. 
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" Signer/* said she, •* forgive me if 
I did not, I immediately see the hope of 
accomplishing an object on-^which my 
happiness and, perhaps, life depends.'^ 

Michielo stopt; the bard features of 
his face relaxed, when be heaixl the 
words which Angela had prerailed upon 
herself to pronounce. They fell like 
manna upon the lips of the wanderer 
when faint with want or fatigue, he in 
rain attempts to discover some genial 
spring to allay the ardour of his thirst. 
" I wilV* said he, ** endeavour to merit 
fl'gain a place in that world, to which I 
^ill restore you, one of its brightest 
ornaments. **^ 

An^Ia still looked mcredulous,, but 
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her thoughts were far from promptrng 
this expressioB in her features^ though 
she concealed the happiness which the 
feelings of the moment tempted her to 
express. A doubt again obtruded^. 
«' If/' thought she, " he should b« 
raising hopes merely to crush them; M 
he should be raising ideas> and laugb 
at me foP indulging them, and taunt** 
ingly remind me of the promises whicbi 
an assassin had made the object of law-* 
less pursuit, what redoubled pangs 
would be mine." . 

" Signora," said Michielo, at length, 
breakiugthesilence which before neither 
had seemed inclined to interrupt, ** I' 
would rather pass another month, ia.; 



ITALIAN MARAUDERS. U5 



the dreariest cavern which this castle 
contains^, than in its best apartment. 
They both are equally loathsome tome, 
1 am about to leave the castle on an ex- 
pedition. Should I return^ which I 
shall do if I survive the conflict, in a 
week^ I will have every thing prepared, 
and then I will leave for ever this abode. 
Eighteen years have I already passed 
within its now. detested precincts. To* 
me the owl never croaked so dismally* 
as at this moment. Nor the winds as- 
they whistle through the poft-holcs' 
sound more hoUow. But I must away, . 
if a word was to transpire I should noti 
exist another hour j nor yourself longer 
1^1 nature allows huqc^an beings to^uxv* 
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vive after the deprivation. of food. The 
author of your mysterious destiny, the 
cause of your being brought here I 
will disclose^ but that is impossible tilt 
fatei. places us out of the reach of vil-- 
lainy triumphant^ for triumphant thist. 
is at present. Let not a hope of escape' 
pass your lips^ in any shape whatever^ 
they keep so stri()k a watch that it is alv^ 
mo^t impossible for an incident to pas» 
unnoticed^. which can in any way tend* 
to raise their jealous suspicions.. But: 
we must elude them ^ I must^ howeverj^ 
for the pvjenexA away ; my return wili^ 
be a signal for your, release.' ' 

Atigela. thanked him^ and he hastily 
Ktiredj muttering as he went to somd: 
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. «ODe whom he met coming towards the 
apartment, '^ we know how to treat 
refractory prisoners, and keep them as 
close to as any of those in the cham- 
-bers of the Inquisition." 

" Aye/' replied the other, in a^still 
louder voice, '^ and treat them as mer- 

1^ lily too, we can make them dance on 

Ja Tope, or decrease the circumference 

of their bodies in a hog- trough as well 

las any of the practitioners in Spain.'' 

'* True," said Michielo, sis he passed 

Angela attributed the conversation 
f$fae had just heard to its true cause-^— 
namely, as a blind to the robber whom 
he bad m^ in the gailery. 
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A train of reflections, however, i 
sensibly occurred to her, notwithstand- 
ing her efforts to "dissipate them.— 
" What, she exclaimed^ " if this man 
jshould work on my credulity to betray 
me, to rids: every hope of nltimate 
escape, and join him in the plan which 
he proposes. If he is insincere or we 
fai], imprisonment worse than imme* 
diate death will instantly follow, and I 
doomed to perpetual separation from 
all — ^Venice and Valerio. Apprehen- 
sion is ever awake, but to what avail 
would the tiger reflect when once in 
the toil. How can the pursued lay a 
plan for eluding the fangs of his perse- 
cutor when he finds himself in hiblron 
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grasp. But hope does not hold out 
one inducement for me to hesitate — 
alone — helpless — the chance of relief 
scarcely probable — why should I not 
accept the offered emancipation, and 
attempt a flight ; which if I should not 
embrace -tt^ present chance of, may 
never occur again. I will at least at- 
tempt my fate; and should my pre- 
tended deliverer become a betrayer, 
heaven forgive him. Irresolution may 
for ever blight the prospect of success, 
and then I may pass the remainder of 
my wretched existence far from the 
haunts of men, and farther still from 
4hose of happiness. Peace would 
never again visit this sad bosom. Ima« 
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gination would then trace the passing 
minutes as so many hours since I knew 
felicity, and the lengthened dayd aa 
they revolved would but appear a more 
lengthened tale of woe. 

She, at length, however, insensibly 
regained her composure, and again 
attempted to trace, if possible, the 
contents of the packets she had brought 
from the upper room s but in many in^ 
stances found it in vain. The damp* 
ness of .the chamber had mouldered 
most of them, and decay nearly com^ : 
pleted their annihilation. She, how- 
ever, with difficulty traced the import 
of a few, they appeared to be the 
ebullitions of a mind over which de- 
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spair had had but too much influ- 
ence. Her confinement must have 
been for a long period, aDs the dates of 
the several papers varied atwelvemonth, 
and even the period of two years 
marked the existence of some, previ- 
ous to that of others. The details were 
long and uninteresting — they served 
but to analize the sensations of one 
\ihose, only occupations was writing 
pathetic details of them. A tear, how- 
ever, came to the eye of Angela as she 
hastily folded the papers together ; she 
had attempted to read a few of them, 
but weary of the task she Refolded the 
remainder, and once more deposited 
VOL n. G 
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them in the drawer of her table^ and 
taking the lamp from it, ascended to 
her bed-chamber. By the light which 
its pale beams afforded, she began a 
more minute examination of the apart- 
ment; its high walls were nearly cover- 
ed with tattered * drapery, the original 
design of which it was impossible to 
distinguish for the dirt which long neg* 
lect had accumulated upon it; but 
upon opening the folds, it sppeared in- 
tended to delineate a part of the Bo* 
man History ; it had been in its origi- 
nal state particularly beautiful, as the 
remnants which remained unexposed 
were of the first design and workman- 
ship. The windows were high and 
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n^roW) but the light they admitted 
would scarcely illumine the chamber at 
noQUrday. The cobwebs had^ unmor 
lested^ retained their empire for so many 
years^ that their fine-drawn fibres of 
their abodes from just darken mg, nov 
nearly obscured the rays of the sun. 
The bed; however, appeared to have 
been improved, and the comfortable 
appearance which it possessed, in some 
measure, atoned for the utter want of 
care and attention to the other parts 
of the chamber. She rested the lamp 
on the chair, and uttering an ejacu- 
lation to the direction of events, threw 
herself on the bed. It was late, how* 
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ever, ere her eyes closed, but fatigue 
rendered repose the more desirable^ 
and she at length sunk into a profound 
dumben 
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The ministering angels of repose who 
aUend on the senses of mortalb^ were 
at length relieved by the sun, and they 

quickly retired up bis slanting beams, 
abandoning the victims of distress to 
their miseries, and the happy to their 
delights.. After,, as was her customi 
returning thanks to the author of all for 
the benefit of his preserving hand, An-r 
gela descended to the lower apartment. 
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and was agreeably surprised a short 
time after, by the entrance of Anna, 
with a salver, on which she bore neces- 
saries for breakfast. She determined 
on immediately making herself known 
to the faithful creature. The kindness 
of one so much attached to her family 
as Anna had beeijj might, perhaps, 
considerably aUeviate her confinement.. 
" Pray," said Angela, as the woman 
deposited the salver on the table, " had 
you, when in the world, any know* 
}edge from your situation in life of thede 
Valmont and de Montgolfi families?'* 
• " Signora," returned Anna, ** in the 
Chateau 6{ the Count de Valmont I 
was born, I passed my infantine and 
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^my childish days there, my youthful 
and my aged OD<es I have passed iu 
this wretched place. You were cor- 
rect in saying, when in the \wrld, 'tis 
seventeen years since I left it.'^ 

" Do you not recollect then," asked 
Angela, *' the infant daughter of tlie 
Marquis de Montgolfi, who was like<- 
wise born there ?'* 

•• I do,'* replied she, " and likewise 
the little Valerio who left the Clmteau 
\\'ith the Marquis. It is to this impro- 
vidence I attribute rfty present confine- 
xftent. They left the Chateau to my- 
self and the woman only, whom, per- 
haps, you saw at the place from whence 
yon were brought^" 
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" I am obliged to that lady/' replied 
Angela, " for many kindnesses." 
\ " She is," continued the attendant, 
• *' a person whose good nature some- 
times almost exceeds her . prudence. 
Did she appear worn by the fatigues 
and troubles of the mind, which would 
almost prematurely bring old age upon 
the body?" 

** No,*' replied Angela, " hope buoys 
her up." 

I should have thought tlmt that too 

« 

would have left her after so long a re- 
tirement from the world. But, Signora, 
your breakfast waits, and should my 
absence be uoticed, Biancha will be 
ordered to attend upon you, and the 
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change, I think, would' not l^ very' 
agreeable. Angela thanked her for 
her kind consideration. She had her- ' 
self seen enough of the old creatureto 
dread her prying eye. But for thie 
dread -which she entertained that the 
pre-knowledge of Anna should be dis*- 
covered by the troop, and that their 
bteing aware of the circumstance, . 
would lead to a total deprivation of tire* 
services of her agreeable allendant, shfe 
would have detained 'her. But this she 
feiew impossible. 

" You had better leave me then," * 
said Angela. 

" r must, Signora," returned the.' 

O 5 
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woman, '' bnt I will return about the 
time you have conchided your meal/' 

^ Do so^ I have some questions to 
propose to you, in which the Valmocit 
family is interested ; I should be happy 
to receive an explanation of them frona 
yourself." 
. The woman put her fingers on her 
lips in token of silence, and retired. 
Angela heard a falling footstep in the 
gallery, and concluded that it was the 
/Occasion of the sudden and silent retreat 
of her attendant. She consoled her- 
self with the reflection that her absence 
would be but of short duration, and 
prepared to taste the repast which had 
been set before her. 
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The tpain of disagreeable reflections 
which, in spite of herself obtruded 
themselves on her recollection, rendered 
her mind a chaos of coiKending emo- 
tion. An orphan, deserted, as it were, 
by those on whom she had any claim, 
and left to the mischances of her fate, 
without, one fostering iiand to stay the 
tide of misfortune which bad pressed 
upoaher*. Her uncle, Valerio, ail had 
ftbandoned her to the persecution of 
any enemy with whom she was unac- 
quainted,, aud with whom it wad im- 
possible to contend. Tlte only, re- 
source now appeared,, the promised 
help of a repentant robber, one who 
had. disgraced ^ his iam>ly and himself 
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by 18 years spent in preying on the de* 
fenceless and unwary, and in waging war 
against the peaceable part of mankind. 
To such an one she must trust herself 
oi* to no one. If his professions were 
sincere, liberty would at least be hers. 
But, if he was the instrument of others, 
and but played on her credulity to be- 
tray her — what persecutions would she 
not suffef \ but she would not allow the 
ill of his peifidy to arise— the real ago* 
nies which be appeared to experience 
when he .first ngientioned his family to 
Ler, and subsequejit tears which he shed 
when the reflection of his own WFetched 
situation occurred — ^the despair which 
marked iiis countenance when she hesi« 
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iated agreeing to hi& proposal, struck 
her forcibly, and she regarded them aH 
as so many proofs of his sincerity. — 
B^ut to be so abandoned as to be obliged 
to accept the proffered aid of one whe 
had felt no^remopse in avowing himself 
the murdercF to his fellow-robbers, foe 
tlie gratification of his^ vanity, and 
broaching^ principle of imiate villany 
to freebooters, as though he would ap* 
pear in their eyes* a wretch woj^se than 
themselves^ for the bare purchase of s^ 
curing a. smile of approbation from 
those, whom if his present protestations 
were sincere5 be dispersed from his soul. 
But uncle, laver, all, all had deserted 
her, and now there appeared no no aU 
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teroative^ no hope> but to fly. Even 
death would be preferable to lingering, 
out a state of hopetess existence ini* 
inured ina place, the residence of^assas^ 
sins and banditti*. 

Slie was recused from.tbese painful re- 
flections by the re-entrance of Mariame,, 
and gently raising, her head from bet 
hand^.on which she had hitherto leaned^ 
]t5 smiled at the absence of mind to exr 
fernal objects>Jn. which her> ideas had* 
involved her. She prepared, however^, 
to obey the calls of nature, and hav^ 
ing slightly satisfied tbera, inquired if/ 
ber late long absence from the hall, was * 
noticed wJiten sbe returned thither. 
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.The woman^ replied in the negative; 
to this question. 

^ ButSignora, Pietrag^ve tne a hint 
this Tnoming> that you resided in Ve- 
nice wholly; can you not give me some 
information as to the present state of 
the de Valmont and Montgolfi famir 
lies?" 

" Angela replied, she woald endeai* 
YOur to do so." 

** But do you- not,'* she continued^. 
** recollect any of the particular fea^ 
lures which marked the little Angela, 
ivhen she wad at the dhatean, iront 
which you say they forced you ?'* 

"^ Why, yi!B,*-.no,— I— I think I caii 
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trace her likeness^ did L see it any. 
where." 

" Can you not, then, recognize in) 
me that hapless being ?*' 

Anna looked steadfastly in ber-face 5 
— " I do/' she cried ; and taking the 
hand of Angela; she leta^eiar fall upon 
it : — " And have I the misfortune of 
a^^ln beholditig one of that liospitable 
and generous family. But, good Hc»- 
ifensJ:uuder'What circumstances — what 
evil destiny has influenced your fate that 
\re meet both here ?" 

Angela was unable to reply. The 
aflfectionate remembrance which the 
-domestic of her fatlier appeared to have 
fpc her, struck her forcibly, and she. 



ITALIAN MARAUDERS. 137 



could not refrain from contrasting it 
with the cold and unfeeling conduct of 
those^ on whom^ by every tie of nature 
and affection, she had a claim* 

"But," continued Anna, with re- 
spectful solicitude, — ^^ who could be so 
base, whose heart so hard, that they 
could^ unmoved, . behold you pinmg 
away your hours of solitude and days 
of misery, in the confinement of this 
desolate abode?" 

** Your strict imprisonment is, I un^^ 
derstand^of the utmost consequence to 
the troop; at least Michieio so hinted 
to me." 

^*0f consequeitce to the Banditti J"-— 
repeated Angela. 
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*' Yes ;" returned her companion— 
'* Michielo said so at least 3 and he is 
ID the secret proceedings of the band^ 
as much as ady man in the troop.'' 

^^ What opinion do the robbers ea-^ 
tertain of this Michielo ?" said Angela^ 
guardedly. 

" Not a very good one, signora. Hia 
strict discipline, since he lias been ^ 
Cofnmander, i^enders him an object of 
hatred to the whole troop ; and even 
instances of humanity are laid to his 
charge> which render him likewise the 
object of their contempt and abhor*^ 



renee." 



^ Angelft wds fejoiced at this infbr-* 
mation.'* 
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" They say, Signora, ttiJlt Michielo is 
really a nobleman^ and that he is as 
great a man as"^niy old master the 
Count de Valmont, if their inforraatidn 
is correct — biit it cannot be. fie has 
been eighteen years a robber. Not one 
believes it ; nor I — — '* 

A loud and repeated rap at the door 
annnnnnpd some one solicitous to en-^ 
ter. Anna, snatching Up the salver oa 
which the remains of breakfast had been 
replaced, went towards the door, and^ 
unlocking it inside, Biancha entered^ 
Accompanied by the Mask ; he was 
eom pie tely muffled up, as before. Ange« 
!a wafted^ in trembling expectance^ the 
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cause of the visit. The stranger, looked 
Sit Biancha, 

" Anna,, you must retire.*' 

She knew it was in vain to appeal,, 
as it appeared to be the will of the 
stranger, and she quickly prepared ta 
oheyy giving Angela a look of commi* 
sei^atioi^. Giving the key to Bianqha>. 
she retired.. 

" Signora,"— ^said the now obsequi* 
ous Biancha,' — "will you shew the 
Signor the utmost extent of youryesr 
terday's perigrinations.?" 

Angela -grew sick.. Slie feared. the 
hounds of. rambles on the top of the 
building were to be set, and the idea 
struck terror to her heart; she, how-^ 
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' ever, prepared to obey^ passing up the 
first flight of stairs^ they arrived in her 
chamber, through which they passed, 
and ascended to the upper one. The 
stranger appeared to eye every object 
which presented itself with particular 
attention, and Biancha next desired 
Angela to lead out upon the Castle ; 
and immediately ascending the few 
paces, stepped upon the turret. The 
stranger appeared to turn with satisfac- 
tion from the contemplation of the im- 
mense height which they now were 
from the ground. As they walked 
round the battlements, he noticed the 
door which Angela had hoped would 
escape him^ and Biancha, immedialtly 
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iselecting one from among a large 
bundle of keys, locked it. The spirits 
of Angela nearly failed her^ as she 
heard the key enter the rusty lock of 
the door -, but fearful lest her weaknesii 
should create suspicion^ she endeavour- 
ed to recruit her nearly exhausted 
strength. She ^ad ,W]&l][ed that door 
might escape the notice of her persepu* 
tor^ for she could not he)p thinking this 
man a party in her confinement^ as i% . 
commanded a view of tlie spot on which, 
the crew of the vessel landed, when it 
arrived from the Continent ; it VFas now, 
however, she supposed impossible. 
The. port-holes of the turret, -however, 
commanded a view of the sea, ^xcej^t a 
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«ma11 part which Ub angle concealed^ 
and that wa$ precisely the spot oa 
which they landed. She determined^ 
however, the first opportunity to ex- 
plore the whole of the battlements, and 
if possible, discover another spot from 
which she might watch the return of 
the ship, which was to bring Michielo 
with it, 

They^now returned into the upper 
apartment. ' In vain Angela attempted 
to discover a resemblance between the 
jfigure of the stranger and that of any 
of^tier kxkowu friends. He appeared to 
shun the sHghtet^t observation, and elude 
her penetrating looks by every possible 
precaution. A ma$k of e^ktraordinary 
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description covered hisf face, and a 
large coat completely envelopaj his 
form. After examining every corner 
of her apartment^ they retired, leai^ 
ing Angela impressed with anxiety 
and doubt as to the cause or probable 
consequences of this visit. The mystc!^ 
rious silence of the stranger, bespoke 
him afraid of recognition 3 and that this 
silence also bespoke him her persecutor, 
was likewise a probable conjecture, 
which the solicitude he displayed in or- 
der that her confinement might be se- 
cure, tended to confirm. Anxiously- 
did she await the return of Michido, 
His arrival would,, at least, end her sus^ 
pence i and then her destiny of perpe* 
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tual confinemcffrt^ or a probable release^ 
would be confirmed. She had began 
to divest berself of a doubt as to his sin- 
cerity^ and the moment which wonld put 
at to the test, she most anxiously wished 
for^ but five long days would elapse 
ere his return^ and in this time what 
incidents might not occur. The anxietj 
-cl the stranger J in ofder that her con- 
fineftient might be secure, would^ per- 
haps, prevair over his humanity, and 
other> and more comfortable apart- 
ments, might be provided for her. Nay, 
^d^ingecHi, peiiiaps, ferfrom the prying 
€yeof any individual, might be allotted 
her ; and then, what agonies might ihe 
mot suffer i Then, all hopes ot^ re- 
VOL. II, H 
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unioii with 'Valei io would be banished, 
and a blank and wretched share fill the 
remainderof a lifethus curtailed bjrper* 
secution and ihisfi^tune. But hope 
again beamed on -her «oUl. She was 
aware that she was anticipatin]^ events^ 
which, though too probable, ^might 
never occur. But ithe return of Mi* 
cbielo would give a colour to her im- 
ihiediate destiny, at least, and most 
anxiousty did she await it. To amuse 
tthe vacuum which now took place ia 
her mind, she again had recourse to her 
manuscripts. One of the first which 
presented themselves, was the follows- 
ing:-*-. 

'' 1 had wandered from the spot 
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whtck was allotted me by my gaolers, 
and bad almost, unconscientiouslyy , 
strayed into the very bosom of a thicks 
though not a very es^tensive, wood. Oa 
discovering my ^uadon, I mechanic 
cally started,** . 

^' Do not be alarmed,'* cried a voice 
fiear mo»^*^ I have now no reason to 
be so J and surely you cannot have 
any." 

^* I felt rather disturbed. It was evi- 
ident, the utterer was mad^ and I was, 
not able to contemplate the wreck of 
human nature with indifference. Thi3 
sensation was converted into concerft 
at the scene which followed. 
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The maniac isang sweetly the follow* 
ing lines: — 

•• Why does the sun aspire 

Trom the waves dawnin g ? 
* Why glows the liquid fire, 

'Bright o^r the morning ? 

'« For can thy' beams, ah ! snn> 

^hame from I»m sever? 
He whom this deed. hath done, 

Follpwed by terror. 

Sorrow knows ever.** 

*' I by this tim^ caught sight of the 
warbler ; she was dressed in a garbj 
which once might hav^ been elegant» 
but the clothes^ as well as the wearer of 
them appeared the worse for the lapse 
of time^ though sorrow^ and that^ the 
eyes of the miauiactold me^ faad been 
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of the most acute kind^ had mado 
greater inroads than length of years. 
But every action bespoke a settled in- 
sanity^ I approached the spot where 
she stood. My appearance did not 
seem to have the least effect : — she con- 
tinued :— 



*» Why droops the withering tree ? 

Why. fades the flow'r ? 
See ! they at sight of me* 

Feel the storm low'r. 

••Hide, then, your b1ossom*d heads, 

Ne'er shall you brave it ; 
Though by the thunder led; 
Though louder rave it : 
... : Ke!er. shall you brave it." 

H3 
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*' The storm/* said I, •* which you 
have conjured «p^ seems, in reality^ 
about to burst over our headsJ' 

" It will not burst yet,'* said the per-^ 
son I addressed — •* Albiao will die first, 
and so will they all.'*' 

She conttnued walking as she spoke> 
and led me towards a Iake> beside which 
was a cavern. 

^ I often,'* said the maniac> address* 
ing me, — ^^ compare my bosom to the 
surface of this water^ and I <mly rl^jgrel 
that they are not alike calm.*^ 

I foUawed her into the cavern > and 
found that it was her abode. Every thing: 
that the room contained appeared neces- 
sary e^ccept, indeed^ that in one comer 
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lay a complete suit of armour. Upon 
this she saw my attention was fixeck 
@oing towards the spot, and putting 
her band on the helmet^, she said,^ — 
'^ Here lies the storm which will one 
day burst. It is to a fatal security into 
which this armour will 'lull them, that 
they will one day owe their ruin." 

I turned to quit the cavern-r-** Stop/' 
saM she— •* you will never reap the 
famefit (^ this conclusion to their: vil* 

I again attempted to retire, and meet* 
ing with no opposition from my new 
acquaintance^ . I returned to my pri* 
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This story, which appeared to detail 
an event which had taken place wilhiQ 
the recollection of the writer, she care* 
fully deposited among some of the 
most interesting of the pieces which 
she had determined, if possible, ta pre** 
serve, and convey away with her^ if ever 
she should be released. 

She continued examining the remain*- 
der, till the dark twilight threw its deep 
sombre shades around the distant ob- 
jects, which could no longer be di^^- 
eerned. She was, at lengthy obliged to 
desist, and once more depositing them 
which she intended to return to the 
chest in her drawer, she satherself down 
at the t^ble and anxiously awaited the 
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return of her attendant with light^^ 
^t length they appeared, but not in tho 
hands of Mircfirtih h Biancha held - 
them, and the door was unlocked by 
a robber, who retired immediately after 
he had performed his office, first, how- 
ever, giving the key to the old woman. 

" Pray, my good dame," said Angela, 
scarcely sensible of the import of her 
words, f' can you tell me why Anna * 
has discontinued her attendance.'' 

'^Pretty questions,^ truly," returned ' 
the old womai>r "and pray how do 
you suppose I can answer them. You ^ 
will demand of ^me next^ our reasons 
for your confinement, which I promise 
yoM I should not give you, I shall nob 

.»-5 
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be so complaisaiit as I am confident that 
hussy has been. She shall not^ how* 
ever, have the office again^ if I can pre- 
vent her; to betray the secrets reposed 
in her by her masters ! — But, Micbielo 
shall know it att — and then nve shall 
see who is the mistress here^ or who* 
has Hved here forty-five years> op She 
who pretends to so much and has only 
been seventeen. I have seen nine cap- 
tains to the troop^ Signora, not one of 
them lived long after the death of Al- 
bino. But this Anna shall feel the 
weighty and as to questions I never an* 
8wer any> my fidelity has been tried 
by many» but I never betrayed those 
^who reposed their secrets in my bosom> 
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neither would I for all the valuablesr 
which Venice containsy aot I, I assure 
you." 

Angela, long ere the conclusion of- 
this harangue, determined never again 
to put her sincerity to the test, since 
her questions to which she never ex- 
pected an answer> had provoked so long ;\, 
and tedious a reply. 

Biancha, seeing^ Angela not at all i 
inclined to renew the discussion, closed ' 
the debate by retiring to put her threats 
in force against Marianne^ but Mi- - 
chielo was absent, she recollected, and 
therefore consign^ the remembrance 
of them to one or two of the troop 
whom dhe first met on her way to thei 
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ball, and then goings, away, sayipg^ she 
was so provoked, that she determined 
in future to take no notice, as she 
called it^ in the w^lfar^ of the corps, 
who treated her conmiunications with 
contempt and ridicule,, and therefore 
after one nightfs sleep, her good will 
returned towards Anna, and, she. cou/- 
descendingly inform^ her in the moriv* 
ii(g of her inte\>ded clemendy; hint* 
ing, at the same td»e, that she should 
expect more respectful- conduct in fu<^ 
ture^ The object of her mercy, how- 
ever, regardless of the hints which her 
speech contained, left the old lady to 
tier great nmrtiiication^ ere t2he conclu:- 

SJjQIlQf it«. 
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These eircnmstances Anna detailcid 
to Angeiathe next rawning, who re- 
joiced that the mahce which she had 
first feared, might injure her cause^ bad 
evaporated without harm. 

" Pray/' said Angela, on their meet** 
ing the next morning, " can you ii> 
form me as to the inicident which thie 
i^annscript details ?" shewing that 
which she had laid bye the preceding 
evening* 

Anna^ took the writing from her 
hand, "I can/* she replied, *• it alludes 
to a circurtlstance which' occurred dur- 
ing the time of Albino^ the captain^ 
who saw nearly the whole troop re^ 
ii^wed>and what they consider som«* 
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thing remarkable^ -died at length sur* 
rounded by the troop, on bis bed in his - 
<Mvn chamber, being the- first and only> 
time such an incident ever occurred. • 
The earth received them> generalljr>, 
reeking from the sword&of the revenge- - 
fnl victim who- have- the unnatural- 
cruelty to defend their property at the * 
hazard of theirlives^and likewi^ those > 
of tlie troop, who, ^ if possible, revenge • 
themselves for such unprecedei>ted barw 
barity.'' 

Angela smiled/ 

'' But the iiicident to which that ma- 
nuscript refers/' continued Anna, " oo* 
curred in the reign of this Albino, and ' 
sii^e troop hftve preserved the remem^ 
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^brance ever sinse. They place some 
oonndtnce in the predictions of the 
lady- of the still waters, whose prophet 
cies they have presertleds in the recol* 
lectionsy.and one of the ftrst>among the * 
xnarvellous- predictions was that one*. 

' Her story, yoa have exactly, in that^ 
paper, which you possess. Her sybiW 
tale^ which involves in it the late of the 
troop> is known to every one whom-^ 
chance or perseoiition bnng here,. and ^ 
they are not few.** 

** But,'* said Angda, "have any of. 
the troop superstition enough ta ima«-- 
gine that those predictions will be ye- 
rifled* The armour, the cause of the 
ruin^wby dotbey.aot have themjifi^ 
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rnoved. But would to heaven the pre* 
dictions were verified^ for liberty would 
again be ours." 

" Perliaps S0,'ifsaid Anna, " but they 
have such preparations made^ that even 
were all the suits of armour which we 
have filled vjth any but supernatural 
beings> their efforts would be unavaik 
mgy I think*!! 

. ** Probably they might," replied An* 
gela, " but there are times, .1 should 
suppose, when they might be taken off 
their goard,^ but an nitroduction - of 
troop into the. castle vrould be impos* 
sible, according to my ^simple idea of. 
things at least*" 
J-^ 4^* Chance. may eflfiect what precauiM 
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tioQ would take years in accomplish** 
ing,'* replied Anna^ " and though 
seventeen years have elapsed since I 
was first immured within these wallsj 
another may not pass» ere I am liberated. 
I am not without hope> though so many 
hours have united to drive me to. der 
spair/* 

" True/* replied Angela, " but I 
shall* not pass ten 'yeacs in miserable 
confinement within these walls. Ere 
half the period is elapsed which you 
have passed here already, I shall be 
»o more, and the end of villany will 
be accom plished / * 

A tear started in. the eye of Angela^ y 
as she uttered the last wocds, for thf ^ /" 
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first time ^ince her coiifihemei>t She 
had during the ^hoft' period 'which had 
elapsed of it^ endeavoured t<^> restraia^ 
her feelings even from lierself, asmucbc 
as possible, and she had hitherta suo 
oeeded so far as almoet to ' persuade • 
herself she was even coDteated ; bnk= 
this rebellious drop recalled painfatl 
ideas to her mind, and it was followed; 
tfy many. Anna, 'who had been sur^ 
priced at the fottitude with whidh she 
hore every thing was affected^ but^ 
endeavoured te console her< 

** Again, set me an example," cried r 
the faithful creature, " of fortitude, and 
Ijwill endeavour* to copy it. Do not 
thus let the turbulent feeling of grief 
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or regret have sa much sway over your 
Blind. However difficult it may be 
tO' restrain our feelings, under a weight 
of anguish and piiserjc, it is neverthe- 
less our duty to do so ;, for though 
misfortune at times wiU predominatey. 
' its reign is sever lasting>.and the now 
animated cast of the picture receives^ 
brighter tints from being contrasted 
with the gloom which had before over*- 

■ r 

shadowed it." 

The words of Marianne sunk deep* 
into the mind of Angela. She again 
recovered the resolution she bad so 
, long endeavoured to preser\'e^ and 
smiling through the tears which jrHij 
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trembled ioxber eyes, thanked the at? 
tendant for her solicitude.. : 

■ 

"The.CouDt de Valmonti" contw 
nued Aona, '^ left me and Margaretta 
h) the Chateau.. lie told us.we should 
8€e you and ^ the young , Valerio agaia 
within a twelvemonth, not imagining 
it would be seventeen years ere either 
of us met, and. that under such cirr 
eunistances that even eternal. separa^r 
tion would be preferable to it.'* 

This ill-timed revival of disagreeable 
recollections Angela could but'smila 
at, but she was top welL acquainted 
with the benevolence which belonged 
.^,3^/; .as it were tothe lieart of her attend* 
*Ht, to suppose she did it from any mo* 
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tive not consistent with that humanity 
which she hitherto displayed towards 
her. 

^ I should not have entertsuned an 
idea,'* continued her attendant — ^" thajt 
the lady, whose appearance has for 
some time been talked of, should prove 
to be the daughter of one wliose parents 
had ever been the kindest of my friends. 
But I have again exceeded the limited 
length of my stay, and the accrimony 
of old Biancha will be excited against 



me. 



" You had better retire then," re- 
turned Angela, still more than ever 
in dread of encountering the ill-^natured 
remarks of the old beldam j and Anna> 



166 ITALIAN MARAUDERS. 



h 



SBEBBBKBBBBaBaBBBasaBaBaBaaBaBBsaM 

taking mv?sy the breakfast remamsy Idi 
the apartment. 

Nothing cQuW exceed the dull va- 
cuum, which every retiring hour but re- 
newed, till the <lescendi«g sun remind- 
ed her that her solitude would be 
broken, by soine one with a light 
This, however, was but for a {noment,' 
•and that, too, by Biancha ; but the im- 
possibility of getting a reply from the 
old woman, deterred Angela from any 
questions, and she retired, at length, to 
rest 

** If,'* — said Angek, as she laid her 
aching head on her pillow, — ^^ if my 
unknown persecutor would but disco- 
ver himself, I might, perhaps, by my 
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-concessions^ move him to compassion ; 
and Micliielo, too, the only hope which 
I have^ should he, like tlie tears of a 
crocodile, lull my suspicions of perfi* 
dy to repose, while he means but to be* 
tray. But if the real purpose of his 
soul be to free me from confinement^ 
how do my tlioughts deceive him— and 
that it must be, I have every proof 
which sincerity could give me. Oh ! 
then, hasten back, and we will fly to 
peace and liberty. Oh J Valeric, . I 
shall soon join you, or be separated 
from you for ever. Hasten, then, the 
moment that must determine our fates. 
I^t it be propitious^ O ! Heaven 5 or, in 
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this apartment^ I view my abode for 
ever!" 

Sleep now overcame her, and jshe 
sunlc into a profound repose. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



Some days had elapsed since the de- 
parture of MichielOj more than the 
time he had allowed himself, and he 
had not returned. Anxiously, as the 
hours rolled on, did she, at the window^ 
await the sound of the blast, which was 
the signal of his arrival. One evening, 
as the sun was fast verging to the ocean, 
^he determined^ if possible, to gain a 
view of the spot in which the ship lay^ 
VOL. II. I 
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from the top of the piley notwithstand- 
ing the boundary which they had vain* 
ly, she hopedj fixed for the termination 
of her rambles. Slowly and cautiously 
she ascended to the top of the staircase 
ivhich led to the turret. In vain were 
all her efforts to open the door ^ it was 
too strongly fastened to : allow her feeble 
exertions to miake any such impres* 
Sit>n on it. Continuing her walk round 
the fa$t-deciEiying battlements^ she came 
to a corresponding one on the opposite 
side of the tower. This door was not 
hk so good a state of repair^ and her 
Sttiall strength was not applied in vain. 
The bolt would not recede, but her ap- 
l^ication loosed il» Old at length the 
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slone, bolt, and all, yielded to the pres- 
sure. An exclamation of terror es- 
caped her as she saw the ponderous 
fragment sink from its place, and roll, 
with a terrible noise to her feet ; but 
this sensation yielded to a more grati- 
fying one, as she saw the door fly open 
the moment the rusty restraint was of 
no more avail* Placing her foot upon 
the m^ss, she prepared to ascend the 
tottering steps, which were now fast 
mouldering to decay. She reached, at 
length, the apperture, and passing 
through it, found herself on a platfornii 
nearly equal in dimensions with that 
from which the caution of the unknown 
had excladed her on the opposite side. 

12 



175 ITAUAN MARAUDERS. 



m 



^ 



It was intersected at each angle by a 
ivatch-towerj which precaution the 
robbers did not appear to regard, as they 
were entirely deserted^ and appeared to 
have been so for many years, Contin u* 
ing her path through many doors of the 
same description^ not one of which was 
in a state to oppose her progress. 

Having reached, at lengthy the last 
one, she was about to pass through 

. it, when, to her surprize and astonish- 
ment, she heard voices on the other 

L side. Looking cautiously through the 

small crevice, which the; partly-opened 

« 

jndoor afforded, she beheld two strange 

'- f obberg in close conversation, and the 

Stranger standing in a thoughtful atti- 
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tude, near them. The first* bandit^ 
from the superiority of his appearance 
and deportment,, appeared to be the 
Captain ; the second^ one of the oldest 
robbers. The stranger still wore his 
mask^ and appeared to use the same 
precautions- to^ conceal himself, which 
he had hitherto-dbne in? her presence. 

•* Whatiwou/d be the consequencei 
should Miphielo not* return V* said the 
old robber. 

'* Nothing:'* replied the othe^^— 
•*'but there is little ddubt<of it. Wcr 
sihall see its white sails round youd 
promontary in a very short time,'* ■ 

Aogela felt< relieved dt hearing these 
words from . one, who, she had ereij: 
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reason to believe, must be well, if not 
the only one, acquainted with the fact; 
but observing them approach the door, 
the looked round the rdin of the turret 
for a hiding-place. The stones, which 
time had strewed plentifully^ near a 
small octagon tower, which had former-^ 
]y served as a station for a centinel, she 
eageily mounted the mouldering frag- 
ments, and was at length enabled to 
reach the top of the parapet, and gentfy 
sliding down the slope on the other side, 
concealed herself very secretly behind 
the tower. The old marauder, conti- 
nued-"^ 

" If , Michielo is unsuccessful, we 
shall know it by the morning/' 
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" Successful or not,*' replied UiQ 
Oaptain, '^-we mtist be prepared for th€t ' 
return of the vessel.^ ^ 

"Yes jV returned die- other — ^** foif " 
tlie return of the- vessel^ perbups — 
but for its precious bqrden, no mat-: 
ter if that were at the bottom of thq 
sea^ . wtiick lies befoi-e us. It ap'v 
pears wide enough to receive a dozen 
of them^ and if ht lay one in the num^- 
b^r^ so much the better for us aU^ 4 
think/' 

" Restrain your tongue^ or ypu t^ilV : 
form the second among a dozen in fill* 
ing up the situation which you would '» 
90 wilUpgly assign to him.-*— Pray^ whal • 
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ground have you for your vi\e suspt* 
cions }'* 

" None whatever ;'* repKed the hoary 
villain. 

" Then restrain your tongue, as well 
as your ideas, in future, I beg," — re- 
turned the Captain, — ^ or you know 
the consequence.'*' 

• •* He shall know I hate him, though, 
and with a hate that is not to be treated 
with contempt." 

The Captain lifted up bis foot with 
vehemence. 

' The old man started, and casting a 
supplicating look at the other, fell oa 
his knees. The* rage of the Captaia 
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subsided, and he ordered the other to 
rise. 

*^ Restrain, then, nor again repeat 
your invectives I Prefer complaint, if 
you are injured,' and an appeal is grant- - 
ed you. Under what grievances, aS 
you have before termed * thiem, do you •. * 
labour?'* 

^* None j"-^replied the robber, witBf t 
a significant shake of his~ hiead s ^'but^ 
you rave !' 

Angela losfr not a word of what pass^ 7? 

ed] slfe was every moment afraid, her' 

her name, as a party, and the cause of 

his treachery, would be mentioned ; but 

..?■».■• , . ■ ... 
to her great relief, she soon discovered^ 

Iier mistake. 

16^ 
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" What circumstances have given 
you that idea ? not a rational one I am 
sure;" said the Captain carelessly. 

^ Aye» if any man is capable of en:* 
tertaining a rational idea» this is one» 
I have received injuries that would 
make a coward rival Caesar; and no- 
thing but age restrains me. An arm^ 
formerly raised against a Hon^ now can* 
not encounter a lamb >-»would I knew 
those days again — ^but they will never 
return !" 

" Luckily for Michielo, it appears, 
.they will not;" replied the Captain> 
laughing ; — ^ but, see ! the ship which 
bears the subjects of your apathysmj^ 
is in sight, and he will answer your 
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charges himself, in persoBy in a little 
tiftie." 

These words roused Angela from a 
reverie^ into which she had fallen^ and ! 
gently raising herself to the top of the 
parapet/ she iqdeed saw the vessel in ' 
which she had been conveyed to the * 
Castle. As it approached^ its white • 
sails appeared to wave in' the breezes^ ^ 
a&so many tokens of Tietory,* and she 
rejoiced at this 'termination of her su9» 
pence at least, if not of her captivity. 

" How delightfully its head cuts the 
retiring envious waves T* exclaimed ihe^ 
as it approached." / ' . 

" The impotent revenge of our ty- 
rants would shew itself^ but it only j 
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ipeveals its weakneas, aad oar secns* 
rity/' 

^ Let theVley be apprised'^ our 
residence, aad dislodge us if he cai>. 
Even the flattering senators cannot 
convince htm of the praetieabihty of 
•the plan> and he has^ sufficient know- 
ledge of us to know that it is impo9» 
sible. The productions of our second 
"Witch of Endor will have as much eS* 
Jfect as all the military in Venice/* 

" The robber laughed-^" I wish, 
however,** said the old man, " it may 
.not be fancied security j for my papt, 
I , ** 

*^. Hold your pusillanimous tongu^-^ 
Your fancies would magnify our vessel 
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into an invading fieet, and our tfaree-^ 
troopSi who^are on the deck^ into a re« 
gimeni of- veteran grenadierp> if no 
person was present to wake yon front 
the delusion. We h^ve no fair visitant 
as a part of this cargOy" turning to* 
the incognito.^ 

The heart^ of Angela beat high iir 
her bosom. She longed^ yet dreaded 
to hear him speak ; but his continiied 
silence reMeved her. A^^ motion- foF' 
their departure was the -only kind of 
answer he returned. 

** We have her though in our holjr 
keeping, and were all our emptoy^rs* 
as liberal as your seignor, we mighty ere 
thisj have set up for honest mHBn— a 
trade very common now-a^ays !** 
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The old man latighedr— " I* requires 
aJarge sum to carry on the business^ . 
though-r.*' he continued—- •* such a 
sign-board^ does not attract many cus* - 
tomers — the goods commoBly remain^ s 

» • 

a long time on hand.'' V 

The vessel had by this time reached ' 
the anchoring-place, and they all left the 
platform to welcome its arrival. An*- 
gela, fearing lest they should discover, . 
crept still farther behind the watch-- 
tower which sheltered her* 

"Shall we visit our fair inmate ?" 
said the Captain, as they were passing 
to a door which led down a flight of 
«tairs. 

Angela had nearly shrieked with ter- 




ITALIAN MARAUDERS 185 



ror at this proposition^ ^but anxiety for 
the reply suspended her faculties ; till ' 
the stranger^ motioning in the negative 
and leading the way down the stairs^. 
quieted her apprehensions. They left 
the top of the turret3 and she heard 
their retreating footsteps die away in « 
the distance^ere she ventured to emerge 
from her hiding-place. At lengthy 
however, silence proclaimed security, 
and slowly regaining the top of tlie- 
})attlement, she descended by the same ^ 
means which she had before employed 
in ascending. All was quiet save the 
washing of waves against the sandy 
base of the beach, now and then in- 
terrupted by a long and piercing 
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whistle from the man who acted as 
boatswain to thfe vessel. She n©w en- 
deavoured to regain the spot which the 
robber had just qint'ted.' She succeed^ 
ed; and from the apertures in the bat* 
tl^ments plainR saw Mi»;hiela';giving^ 
directions to the men whb appeared to 
have landed with him. Tliey had two 
prisoners withthem^ as she could readii^ 
distinguish two men^ bhndfolded on ihb 
deck, whb were shortly after I^d from 
thence and placed in the b'bat, which 
landed them opposite the gate ofth'fe 

castle. The- vessel' was quickly un- 

tf ' . • 

laded, and Atigela did hot observe' the 

. * . . ..'*..'•."'.. i 

Japse of tinnfe. ' She was involved in 

paiAfttt^retrerie^ which wa^ only inter;^ 



^ 
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rupted by footsteps on the battlements. 
On looking round, she was surprised to 
find the vessel had disappeared, and 
severely blam^ her own curiosity and 
imprudence in not returning to her^ 
chamber ere her absence from it might: 
be discovered. She would have made 
an effort to regain her hiding* place,^ 
but the idea which her aitcmpkng to 
conceat herself might create in the 
nind of the seeker, might be prejudi^ 
cial to her;- and^ therefore^ she deter^ 
mined to encounter them as^ though* 
on ber return. With this. re6olutio» 
she went forward and hadjust reached 
^e last angle butoae of the turret, 
vheo she met the Qemm ta^earclL. oC 
lker» 'twas Mlchida 
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** You are imprudent,? said be, " m ^ 
thus leaving your apartioent — if you: 
were discaveredj,; they would deprive 
you of the possibility of. doing so^; 
but thie period draws uigb, .when» i|r 
jou coniide yofurself to >my ocare, you* 
will be restore to liappiness^ and I ta ^ 
peace at -leasts'* ' 

^^ Let it be hut sfaort^ then/' said 
Attgda,' . with ; emphasi8.-r-'^ But telti 
me/' leading Michielo .to the spot, mt 
she-spoker— .** to wberp does this flight- 
of stairs lead ?" alluding^* to those : 
dawn which the Captain andiheother»s 
had departed. , 

,; ** Have you explored so far ?'^: said; i 
Michielc^. regarding her .with surp^piso ^ 






XTAUAN MARAUDERS. 187 



and emotion, for which she coukL not 
account. 

•< WeU, the Captain did not observQ 
yoit> otherwise my schemes had been 
of no avail. Down this staircase^ 
which is luckily left open,^ we depart 
to-night/* 

Augela started.. 

^' Not a moment must be lost. We 
will be many miles on the road to Ve« 
pice ere to-morrow's sun gilds the top 
of yon high mountain.^' 

*' Heaven wiU.second your endea- 
vours^" said Angela, *^ eternal gratitude 
must Kepay the enormous weight of 
obligation which I owe yoo/' 

«^ Do not flatter me with Mch^ undo^ 
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served encomiums," said Midiieloi 
leading towards the turret, in lyhich 
the apartments belonging to Angela, 
were situated, ** t am the obliged r but 
you must keep close in your chamber, 
or all retreat will be cut off. When a 
tap on the door alarms you, get pre- 
pared for immediate flight, otherwise 
airwillbe I6st. The captain assem* 
ties the men, and they celebrate tl* 
birth of their leader to night at tsai 
. This will facilitate our plan/* 

"'How slow the moments fly/' f»iid 
Angehi, pensively, " it wiB be thens 
ere tot marrow's dawn ?'* 

'* Qr I shall be no more^ and yoa 
am iahabil^nt^f the cold^re^jjions of oiur. 
4iuaigepiii.'* 
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" How much do I owe you^ then> 
for this,'*^ interrupted Angela, " more, 
I am afraid » than I can ever repay." 

" If we succeed, I shall be amply 
repaid, if not— *but upon this chance 
I will not dwell — but indeed if it should 
l>e so^ what reason will you have to 
curse me?'* 

" Never," replied Angela, " ingrati- 
Itnde like thac, would make me hate 
n^seti^ but tell me, who are those per* 
sons whom I saw landed from the ves- 
sel, they appeared blindfold?" 
*• "You saw landed," repeated Micbielo^ 
** from whence did you seeXhem land?^* 
' ^ Angela pointed out the iplace, and 
^Vfektteft'' tW inerdents connected wifii 
her adventure onthe top of the &aidl%s|. 
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" How near,** exclaimed Michielo, 
** were you developing all our plans. 
Had they entertained the least suspicion 
of your vicinity to them, we had spent 
the remainder of our lives withifi these 
infernal walls witliout hope of a re- 
lease. But this night witnesses our 
secession, and if the stars, are propi- 
tious, how happy shall we both bfe ere 
to-morrow's dawn.*' 

They had by this time reached thii 
door, the bolt of which Angela haid 
dislodged upon her first passing through 
it. They gently recldsed the door, and 
placing the stone and bolt in its former 
situation, left the turret. As they de- 
scended, they eiade&voured tb obliterate 
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^vety triice of their walk upon the tur- 
ret, by oIosiDg every door after them 
till they at last reached the chamber in 
which Angela usually sat. 

" Now, Signora, I will detail to yon 
ray plan. To-night, at twelve, at the 
farther extretnity of the island, two 
iDen will wait with a boat till we are 
enabled to escape. That door on the 
turret being open renders our secret 
flight certain, otherwise it would be 
lrery doubtful That, however, is suf- 
ficient to emsure duccess, as we go by 
ttiany windings and pasnages out upoil 
the level spot beneath your win- 
dow. We must make directly folr 

I 

the spot, as a moment** delay in the 
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executing would for ever annihilate ouip 
plan. To your discretion I will con* 
fide every thing. You had better re- 
tire to repose, for a few hours rest mUl 
better enable jrou to bear the &tigiie 
which we must necessarilj encounter:." 

Angela thanked htm for bis -oonsi* 
derate advice, *' But,'' said she^ " name 
Ihe signal by which I am to -conclude 
^ou ready/' 

" Within an hour," replied Michielob 
«* of the time I shall affix for our de- 
parture I will tap :gently on your 
door; know by that;, that I have all 
things arranged, and be prepared ac- 
cordingly/' 

^< I will^" said Angela, ^^ 4tnd to hea« 
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ven leave the accomplUhment of my 
hopes. Could not Anna accompany 
us ?" the thought suddenly occurring 
to her. 

Michielo answered in the negative. 
** It would not be. an act of policy,'* 
he replied, " the absence of the wo- 
tean wowld lead sooner to a discovery 
than any other circumstance. But if 
you desire it we will run all risques." 

*rWe-will leave her to chance/* re- 
flecting as she spoke, that' ere a month 
had passed after her arrival in Venicej 
both Anna and Margaretta would be 
safely lodged in the Hotel di Mont* 
golfi. Consoled with the reflectioQ 
' that ibis would be the case» she was not 

VOL. II. K 
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80 anxious f6t the escape of her servaHt 
us she should otherwise hare been. 

^' Michido expressed his satisfitction 

at her so readily declining theattend- 

^ance of Anna. It would,'' he conti* 

^ tinued> ^^ have gratified me to have seen 

the good woman with us, bu^ Signora, 

it would l>e attended with itnttediate 

jidrsuit on the part of the triqfop, nvid 

then neilhier of us' could 'eso^ipjp, b«i^l 

-will leave rjou ;- remember -ihe >' signal 

Hfirhich we ha<^ 'iigreed -Qpos/^nd -we 

for ever leave ibisrabode of iawless^vil- 

laoy • A 'fti istakea AoUon ^ of * re veoge 

'first pronbfpt^ me to leave the^^orld. 

Despair, who can resist its insidioos 

workiBirs* ^ Had thev be^a « involved 
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•' \a my fyU, I could have drawn half 
mankind to destructionj I had expe- 
rienced so noLuch of its perfidy^ and 
even now the recollection turns my 
brain. AyauQt . thou rays of happi* 
7iess> for ever flown. Peace^ thou hast 
forever quitted this bpspm^ and wl\)^do 
il beMd thee lingering on earth? Is 
)t but.to mock my misery that thou 
.t)»]^.9j^pfi9rs^traw)uil and content. Ob, 
JgAtberl biatifor that name, what curses 
idbo Jcowe tbee, hut for that^ long ere 
^jbisdjbi^.swom eternal enmity against 
ihee# and, blaspheme, the moment which 
coQ^itttted . my connection with thee. 
But I must not loose the moments in 
vain» and ceasde^s retrospection. I 
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will away, and do a deed that would* 
almost reconcile me to myself* and 
the world, in "gratitude for tlie treasure 
I restore to it, should receive me once 
more as one of its members !" 

Angela trembled, and could scarcely 
'support herself. 

*' Be not alarmed," continued he> m 
inildeT accents, " I will place you 
with your friends, apd then, in solitude/ 
seek that tranquillity I lost in thebus«^ 
tie of society. It will be a difficult 
task, but it must be so. The sun- de!» 
. scends. This night gives us liberty, or 
— or to me death — to you a confine-^ 
ment eternal." 

Angela .shuddered. 
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" You tremble,** he continued, ** well 
may you be alarmed, I go — -prepare," 
so saying, he left the apartment in. 
haste. 

** Oh, heaven,** exclaimed Angela^ 
" what an inmate is remorse in the 
bosom of one whose nearly^tlormalit 
sense of reason and jussic^Sf 'liable ta* * 
be awakened. She now prepared what 
she intended to take with her, and pack*' 
ing up a very small bundle of linen, 
ascended to her apartment, and placing 
it in a situation in which it was most 
likely she would be able to regain it 
upon an emergency, she threw herself 
on her bed. Repose, however, did nqt 
so soon visit her eyelids. She could 

k3 
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not banish recollections whicb> in spite 
of the tranquillity she persuaded her- 
si^lf she experienced^ would intrude 
upon her unoccupied time. ** Oh!' 
Valerioy*' she exclaimed^ mentally, ** I 
diall soon join you, or be for ever sepa^* 
rated from you^^butwhy have you not 
sought me ? Why have you aot ere* 
this discovered, me ? But who* can^ 

« • 

pursue me; buried in this^ living sepuli* 
chre. Would to heaven ere rtie band 
which bore me from Venice had suof 
ceeded in its dire intent, I had been 
placed in the cold tomb. Oh, fkther f 
where art thou ? Canst than not, with 

V 

pitying eye, behold the persecutions of 
thy hapless daughter ^^ but, oh ! what 
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pangs must the sight have given thee, 
and thoui unable to relieve them» hast, 
witneas^ them all. Dtrine provi- 
dence dictated them> and I am to pass 
the ordeal without one friendly hand to 
support or succour me. Friendless^ 
destitute of a single, being in whose 
bosom the wrpngs of the hapless An* 
gela would raise a sigh^ or whose breasts 
glows with a congenial sentiment. 
Qut I lose this time in useless lamenta- 
tion» which might, be devoted to more; 
useful purposes. I must summon for- 
tit^ide to bear with the tiials which I 
may probably experience; but, oh, 
heaven ! apportion my trials to my> 
strength, md do not let the over^ 
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whelming tide of. sorrows bes^r down 
my already wearied frame." 

- She at length sank into a slight re- 
pose, which was interrupted by visions 
of the most unfavourable description* ' 
She at one time imagined she saw Mi-* 
chielo rush into the apartment all co* 
vered with blood, a dagger in his hand 
still reeking with gore. He bade her 
arise and follow hitn instantly — she 
obeyed, and imagination still farther 
pursuing the delusion, carried her with- 
out the foot, and she found Valerio 
waiting to receive her. She would 
have rushed into his arms, but, oh ! at 
the moment when she was about to pre- 
cipitate herself towards him, the figure 
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vanished and she sank upon the earth. 
A storm of the most terrifying descrip- 
tion howled round her head. In vain she 
l^deavoured, when the forked lightning 
glared, to discover Michielo near her, 
and helikewise was away — redoubled ap- 
prehension and horror, at length, awoke 
her to a worse reality. 

By the glimmer of a lamp which^ 
stood near her bed-side, and waved its . 
nearly extinguished rays around, reu- 
dera)g the darkness more horribly ap- 
palling, she distinguished the stranger 
holding over her ti dagger, and appa- 
rently about to plunge it in her bosom. 
She screamed — he appeared to tura 
from her involuntary. 

%5 



<* 
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She sank upon the bed s^osfc de 
void of animation. The stranger^ as 
thongh himself terrified at the effect 
which his appearance had prodisced> 
enveloped the dagger in his cloak^ and 
.slowly retired^ adjirsting the mask 
which he still wore^ as he proceeded 
through adoor« with the very existence 
of which Angela had hitherto been un- 
acquainted. The tapestry with which 
the room was decorated had concealed 
it. As soon as the unknown had re- 
tired^ she arose, though scarcely able 
to perform the task> and going to the 
;^t through which she was certain the 
incognito had retired, she discovered 
gnly the pannels^. two of which ap» 
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p^es^red loose, aud oigiii striking th^aij 
the sound they sent forth coju^v^ficed her 
that that mwt- \^ the spot l^hrough 
which her eneitey b%^ mtired. Horror* 
struck at the discovery, which seeme4. 
to threaten her longer existence, she 
drew from its old station, a large chair, 
with which the room was decoratedt 
£^nd placing it against tl MM ^t^ put 
another of a smaller descrip^ln^ be- 
tween it and the bed. Convinced that 
no farther ingress could be had tl^ 
way, she once more retired to sleep,- 
Dreams of a more animating descrip* 
tion, now occupied her imagination. 
At one moment Valeric was conveying 
her across the rolling waters of the Me« 
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diterranean towards the peaceful shore 
she had so reluctantly quitted^ and imar 
gined herselt casting a look of joy and 
triumph towards the castle which could 
but barely be distinguished in the dis* 
tance. From these deluding sensations 
she was, however, awakened by the 
promised tap on the door. She in- 
stantly arose and taking the lamp from 
its place, descended to her sitting-room* 
Here a few moments sufficed for the 
further disposal of her scanty ward- 
robe, the bulk of which had been de- ' 
tained at the old building in the forest, 
and packing up what remained in a 
handkexchief, she carefully deposited 
it with the linen which she had before 
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determined on taking, and placed her- 
self at her table. Half an hour had' 
scarcely elapsed when Michielo again 
entered, followed by Biancha. 

" Signora/* saW the latter, as she 
entered, *' the Captain desires your at- 
tendance in the great hall, where the 
whob of the inhabitants of the castle 
are assembled." 

Angela started; and cast her eyes to- 
wards the features of Michielo. On 
these, however, no apprehensions of an 
alarming nature appeared ; on the con- 
trary, a smile of satisfaction only 
glanced from his eyes and mouth as he 
cast towards her, which he nieant should 
remove all apprehension. Angela com^ 
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prebended the meauiug of his anxious 
counteoance, and turning to Biancha> 
leplied that she would immediately at* 
tend. 

•* Not immediately/' replied Bianchay 
" Michielo first sent me with the mes^ 
sage^ and has now determined en com- 
mg himself, I suppose; he can ex^ 
plain." 

" Retire,'* said Michielo, to the old 
voman, <^ I will conduct the lady to 
the halL" 

» 

. Biapcba immediately prepared to 
obey. 

" The celebration of the birthrdqj 
of our friend the Captain is arrived^'' 
coAtim)^ he, ^$ the old woman left the 



IT4UAN MARAUDBRS: 9«^ 



mfaamoBsaamBmBaBsaaamaBBasssBamm' 

apartment^ ** this will facilitate oar 
plan. At the time which I have fixed 
on for our departure, tliey will half of 
them be incapable of following us. 
The will of our Captain and the mask 
isy that you should be with them-— 
eomply ; when I motion to you, plead 
fatigue, and that moment determines 
our fate. We must not stand like daai* 
tard souls upon a broken wail, expect* 
ing liberty will come to us. We must 
pursue this phantom if we possess it 
not, and fly it if we do.^ Bst to the 
point. There are in the castle two 
musicians^ whom I brought with me- 
from Venice^ they will entertain you 
during your continuance with the 
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' party below. When you leave that, 
you leave the castle/' 

** Would that were ^jstantly," in- 
terrupted Angela. 

" 'Twill be hourly, at least," said 
Michielo, " therefore do not despair. 
When we are safe in Venice, they will 
not be safe in this fabric. Not that I 
intend to betray them by no means, 
but let them beware. Have you ever,'* 
continued Michielo, after a pause, 
" read those papers which are in the 
trunk in'fhei^th^r apartment?" 

Angela replied in the affirmative. 

" The prediction then must have at- 
trapted your attention, I presume." 

** It did,'^ replied Angela, " the per- 
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son who wrote it must have been well 
acquainted with the circumstances at« * 
tending it.'* 

" She was," said Michielo. ** They ' 
created a great sensation in the mind of 
the whole troop, at the time; but a 
lapse of forty years has, in some mea 
sure obliterated the impression. There 
are some, however, in the castle, even 
now, who believe the foreboding will 
be verified; but I must leave you.-*^ 
Prepare yourself for an interview with 
the stranger in the hall ; 'tis his will 
that you be of the party to-night." 

Angela shuddered at the idea; but 
there was no appeal, no alternative but 
» obedience. 
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** Reinamber^" oontinued Micbielot 
'^that two o\)took is the bour|: the 
boat wiU be at the appointed spot^ long 
•re- that. On a signal which I shaH 
make, you will plead' &tigue« Your 
intention of leaving the room will not 
be opposed^ I shall escort you hitherj, 
and to freedom-— renpiemben^ 

"^ Oh 1 I will ;'' excllsiimed Angelhr^ 
while hope and fear, by turns, predpmi- 

oatedv I will — but, good Heavens ! be 

/.- 

cautious^ Do not let precipitation foiv 
wer undo a plan^ on the vei^ success 
of which our lives depend/V v 

" Fear nothing," replied Michielo, 
asberetired^ ■ 

: Angela felt her spirits sink.as tlje^ 
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distance between her deliverer and her*- 
self increased. 

" Alas !" she criedi— " why do my 
spinte thus fdl ? one moment, raised od' 
the pinacle of expectation^ they pre* 
sent but a picture which the most ar«r 
dent imagination cannot hope to see 
realixed. The* next, as it were by ma- 
gic, the glowing tints which* before 
enlivened the scenery vanish, and* I 
fbel destitute^' indeed, and known 
among wretches, the idea of whom- 
make me shudder, and to escape themv 
J am forced to confide myself to the 
care of one whose character, at best, is 
bttt doubtful, aitil even, if sincere, but 
a recbmaed wrttcb, whose ^niteno^^ 



112 ITAUAN. MAHAUDERS. 






is but of a week's staurling, but whose 
villany is of eighteen j-ears. One — in 
whose bosom, but a month since> the 
very existence ol* a spark of humanity 
might have been doubted. But I 
weary him by my suspicions. He who 
has ventured every thing for me— who 
braves death and torture in my service 
—who has agreed to restore me to Va- 
lerio and to Veniee — and then asks no 
reward that I can give. Heaven will^ 
repay his days of solitude and peuU . 
tence with years of happiness- and 
peace. A prodigal* will return to the 
bosom of virtue ; and Heaven, wlK)se 
mercy is abundant, will receive tlie 
strayed to his fold. But I. may ex-?, 
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pect my summbns. To what can this 
interview lead ? I must associate with 
robbers^ murderers, and assassins. The 
common wretches, whose lives end on 
a scaffold, and whose careers terminate 
in ignominy and death." 

A light step was heard in the gallery, 
and she heard a key turning in the lock, 
the door, opened and Anna and Pietro 

entered. 

« 

" Come/.' said the latter, addressing 
Angela,/* you must pay a visit to the 
old truncheon, bearing in the hall, at 
least so our Captain and the Seignor 
says. You can soliloquize over them, 
though it will not be in solitude, I must * 
confess. For the strength of our corps 
is assembled there/' 
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Angela trembled. 

" Come^ den't be frightened : yen, 
will be safer in the tmddle of them than 
the Dey of Venice would be. Poor 
fellow, if he was there^ howwe^wonld 
avenge the blood of our brave fdlows 
^who have fallen to please him. ' An- 
gela begged he would give Annaieave 
'to accompany' her up stairs for -a tno^ 
ment. 

*< Do not delay Me ilroimkiates 
then . When ,y ou ^mti il >were ^ feUoiv- 
*travellefS9 y^u know-1 Bevenidclayed a 
moment 4he carriage, which -whirled us 
so from that abode of parsons^and friars. 
Therefore haste.^* 

'Angela ascenlded < ttbe ^!stwsf» aisd 
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throwing herself on a chair, burst into 
an uiicontroul^bk flood of tears. — 
** Oh ! my father," she exclaimed — 
'^ why did the fiat of fate separate us ? 
Why was I left the prey of the merci- 
less and insensible wretches; into fays 
I have fallen ? — Can you not, from your 
exalted sphere, behold your hapless 
daughter^ the victim of wretches, worse 
than the wWves who prowl the forest 
for a i>are} subsistence. They devour 
only those, the sacrifice of whMD is ne- 
cessary to the preservation of their own 
lives, ^ut man preys upon his fellow 
men, though reason and conscience 
(blessings bestowed not on the insen- 
rsate b«aal) . ibiled^'tj^ ..actj and hid him 

* 

^stay his hand**' 
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Anna, alarmed, and astoryshed at the 
paroxysm in which she saw her young 
lady involved, whispered — " Pietro may 
hear you, and you will be again ex- 
posed to his taunts and malevolent 
scoffs." 
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